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 Anticipation.  Preparation.  These are two 
words that describe the Advent season and 
are a few of the many feelings we experience 
this time of year.  During Advent we remember 
that the scriptures tell us that God comes to 
us.  It all begins with the story of God’s pres-
ence in the Garden of Eden, and continues 
through God’s presence in the ark of the cove-
nant and in the Temple.  The scriptures tell us 
that God came again in Jesus and is present 
through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  During Ad-
vent we remember that God comes, and we 
seek to open our hearts and minds for God to 
come anew into our lives. 
 
I don’t know about you, but new things, new 
habits or practices in my life seem to come 
slowly and with small steps.  Maybe for you the 
newness of God in your life means a deeper 
commitment to your children’s spiritual lives. 

[continued inside] 
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Sunday, December 20 
8:45 am Turning Point 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Traditional Worship 
Interfaith Guests Depart 
5 pm Cantata & Reception 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
Monday, December 21 
12 pm Al Anon 

 
Tuesday, December 22 
7 pm Design Team 

 
Wednesday, December 23 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

 
Thursday, December 24 
5 pm Children's Pageant 
10:30 Musical Prelude 
11 pm Candle Light Service 

 
Friday, December 26 
Church Office Closed 

 
Sunday, December 20 
8:45 am Turning Point 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Traditional Worship 

 
Monday, December 28 
12 pm Al Anon 

Church Office Closed 

 
Recent Attendance 

 8:45 11:00 
12/13 79 96 

 

News  Views 

Join Us for Advent & Christmas!  

 
 Fourth Sunday of Advent:  December 20 
 8:45 am Turning Point 
 9:45 am Sunday School 
 11:00 am Traditional Worship 

 
5:00 pm Christmas Cantata 

Featuring the Chancel Choir singing the music of Handel, 
Mendelssohn, Fettke, Alfred Burt, with soloist Fred Sanders.  

 

Reception following in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

Christmas Eve 
 
5 pm Children's Pageant 

All Children Welcome to Participate 
No Rehearsal Necessary 

 
 
10:30 pm Musical Prelude 

Featuring organ selections and soloists Liz Field 
and Dallas Caulkins. 

11 pm Candlelight Service & Holy Communion 
Special Music from the Chancel Choir 

 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
Combined Worship on Sunday, January 3, 

for Legacy Sunday 
9:00 am Breakfast with a program by Jamie Brame 
9:45 am Legacy Program during Sunday School 
10:45 Combined Worship in the Sanctuary  



Notices and Reminders 

Maybe you will pray more often with them or 
commit to bringing them to church more often.  
(You know me, I want everyone here every 
Sunday – I believe learning and worshipping 
together is how we can grow best in our faith).  
Maybe the newness of God in your life this 
year will mean taking the step of signing up to 
help with a mission of the church.  Maybe the 
newness of God in your life this year will 
mean letting go of a resentment and moving 
toward reconciliation with someone.  Maybe 
the newness of God in your life this year will 
mean reaching out and becoming a mentor or 
friend of a new worshipper or new member of 
our church. 
 
So far we have considered hope, peace, and 
joy for Advent.  This Sunday, as we get closer 
and closer to our celebration of Christ’s birth, 
we consider love.  Not the feeling kind of love, 
although that is important, but the kind of love 
that has the best interests of others in mind – 
the kind of love that is given with no expecta-
tion of love in return. Oh, it’s a tough kind of 
love.  It’s an active love that we decide to en-
act.  It’s a self giving kind of love that is born 
of God and shown in Jesus.  I hope you are 
anticipating and preparing for God to come 
anew in your life this Advent and Christmas 
season.  I look forward to another Sunday in 
worship with you as we make our way to 
Bethlehem together.  See you Sunday.          

Worship focus for Sunday is Love Song; 

Luke 1:46-55 and Micah 5:2-5a. 
 
 

To be included in your 2009 pledge 
report, pledges must be received by Myrtle 

Sanders or put in her box in the church office 
no later than Thursday, December 31. 
 
 

Building Fund Envelopes 
Beginning Sunday, December 20, the offering 
envelopes for the 2010 Building Fund will be 
on the table outside the Chapel. Please pick 
them up at your earliest convenience. If you 
would like some and can't find yours, call me 
at 791-2121. Thank you. 
   Myrtle Sanders 
 

 

Woodlot × Woodlot × Woodlot 
Bring in the New Year volunteering at 
the Woodlot on January 2, 2010.  

Each winter, FCC sends adult and youth vol-
unteers to chop and deliver firewood to our 
neighbors in need.  Volunteers need not be 
skilled.  Simply come with work gloves and ap-
propriately dressed for the weather.  People 
with pick-up trucks (to make deliveries) are 
needed.  We will meet for breakfast at 
Whitey’s (at the corner of Market and Kerr) at 
7 am, and volunteer 8-11 am.  Please sign up 
on the outreach bulletin board (outside Room 
12), or contact Rev. González for more infor-
mation.  Let's help make everyone's home 
warm this winter! 

A Word from Lance,  contõd 

Church  Family  
· Zola Boston, Silver Stream, recovering from 

a broken leg 
· Dave Dutcher, seeking employment 
· Jim Lee, had tests at Duke on 12/11 
· Alicia Luse, undergoing chemotherapy for 

ovarian cancer 
· Rusie Sharratt, began 12 radiation treat-

ments on 12/7 
· Kim Sibbach, stage IV cancer 
 

Friends and  Family  
· Brian Britt, Pam Britt’s son, dealing with MS 
· Debbie Burrus, friend of Georgia Meece, in 

critical condition following surgery for an 
aortic aneurysm 
· Nancy Frazelle, friend of Phyllis Powell, 

breast cancer with brain involvement 
· Willie González and sister Estafani, friends 

of González' in El Salvador, health issues 
· Della Lanier, Joy Roberts' friend, cancer 
· Nan Lanier, friend of Beth Palanza, liver 

cancer 
· Debbie Lewis, complications with breast 

cancer 
· Cheryl Manus, friend of Tena Perry, termi-

nal cancer 
· Jody McPherson, brain cancer 
· Grace Moore, Richard Hodges' mother, re-

cuperating at Cypress Pointe 
· Tracy Perry, Dr. Perry's sister-in-law, bron-

chial pneumonia 
· Jennifer Turbeville, friend of Michelle Allen, 

responding well to cancer treatment 
· Callie Watkins, Mable Cooke's sister, com-

plications with scleroderma 
· Community of Puente Azul, El Salvador 

Serving December 20 

11:00 Communion Table Prayers: 
Kathy Jordan, Jerry Roberts 

Home-Bound Communion:  J.K. Hall, Mike 
Brown, Lucille Allen 

Deacons:  Andy, Nancy, Julianne Black, 
Bridgette & Jeremiah Johnson, Jo Mills, 
Greg Kennedy, Lauren Perry, Caroline 
Shepard 

Communion Prep:  Robbin Capps, Jo Mills, 
Greg Kennedy, Lauren Perry 

Children Worship & Wonder  
Dec 20 Bridgette Johnson & Lauren Perry 
Dec 27 Jamie Wrede & Jeff Wierse 

Turning Point Kids 
Dec 20 Chris & Jamie Wrede 
Dec 27 Joy Roberts & Stacey Adam 

Childrenôs Creative Hour  
Dec 20 Faye Hodges & Margaret Respess 
Dec 27 Jane Coleman & Julie Furr 

Minister On-Call Schedule 
Dec 18-19 Rev. González 395-5594 
Dec 25-26 Dr. Perry 200-9507 

Greeters 
8:45 December:  Ralph George & Sam Rose 

11:00 Dec 20 Mable Cooke 
 Dec 27 Allan Huband 

Lay Reader 
Dec 20 Ellie Duckett 
Dec 27 Patsy Emmart 

Sunday Door Lock-up 
Dec 20 Phil Brigman 
Dec 27 Fred Sanders 
 

Budget Update 
Budget through 12/13/09 $182,868.96 
 Income 187,709.66 

Income Over Budget $4,840.70 

Prayer Concerns 

Long Term Health Care Concerns  
Wilma Briggs, Helen Dunn, Bobbie Hentz, 
Willie Loughlin, Foye Marshburn, Betty Nash, 
Betty Snook, Beulah Poisson, Jeanette Wolfe 



 Discovery Classes 
to Be Offered in January 
Are you a new member of First Christian? Are 
you considering membership? Do you have 
questions about our history and beliefs? Are 
you unsure about the basics of the Christian 
faith? Are you looking to grow in your spiritual 
life? Then our Discovery Classes are for you. 
 

On January 10 and 17, our Discovery Class 
will be held. This two week class is designed 
for guests, new members as well as long time 
members. We will discuss basic Christian 
beliefs and information about our Disciples 
tradition. The class will be held in the parlor 
from 9:50 a.m. until 10:40 a.m. Class size is 
limited to 12. 
 

Beginning January 24, our Discovering 
Spiritual Disciplines class will be held. This 
seven week class explores different spiritual 
practices of prayer, scripture reading, worship 
and stewardship. The class is for anyone who 
seeks to grow in their spiritual life. This class 
will be held in the parlor from 9:45 - 10:45 am. 
Call the church office to sign up. 
 
 

January Discipleship Series 
―A January Discipleship Series?‖ you may 
ask. ―We’ve never had a January study be-
fore.‖  Yes, this is a new thing—a new thing 
inspired by First Christian’s youth group.  
Since their mission trip to Appalachia this 
summer, the youth have continued to reflect 
on their experience and have expressed a 
desire to share more about it with the congre-
gation.  So, the January Discipleship Series, 
―Learning from Appalachia,‖ has been created 
for just this purpose.  The series will take 
place on Wednesdays,  January 13, 20, & 27, 
from 5:30-7:00pm.  It will begin with dinner, 
for which you can make reservations. More 
information to come! 

DWM Christmas Card Tree 
The annual Christmas card tree spon-
sored by Disciples Women's Ministries 

is set up in the welcome area. As always, we 
ask that you bring your signed Christmas card 
and place it on the tree, and a donation of the 
monies you would have spent on cards and 
postage to our members. This year the col-
lected monies will go to Camp Caroline to 
help with their kitchen renovations. 
 

Bread Breakers Update 
I hope you have been enjoying your Fall 2009 
Bread Breakers Group. Four months have 
flown by and it is time to change groups for 
the January through April 2010 session.  As 
previously discussed, you remain enrolled in 
Bread Breakers UNLESS you have contacted 
me to ask to be removed.  You should expect 
to be contacted by your new group the first 
week in January. If you would like to JOIN the 
January to April session, please let me know 
and you will be placed in a group. The tenta-
tive date for the first dinner is Friday, January 
15 (we try to meet the third Friday of each 
month). Please contact me with any sugges-
tions, comments or requests. 
  — Pam Morine, 452-1770 
 
 

Clear Out the Clutter 
FCC youth invite you to clear out your clutter 
and donate to the yard sale.  The yard sale 
will be January 9, 2010, from 7am-12pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. Donations will be re-
ceived behind the orange curtain beginning 
Monday, January 4. (Sorry, but we cannot 
accommodate donations before that date). 
Please do not bring computers, computer 
monitors, shoes or intimate apparel.  If you 
need help transporting your donation to the 
church, please call Vicki Morris, Youth Team 
chair, at 762-8054.   

More who, what, where, when? Who, what, where, when? 

Dear Members and Friends, 
On Sunday, January 3, 2010, First Christian 
Church will start the New Year with a special 
morning of fellowship and worship.  We hope 
that you will join us for a celebration of 
―Legacy Sunday:  Valuing our Past, Anticipat-
ing our Future.‖  We’re hoping every member 
will attend! 
 
 9:00 am Fellowship Breakfast.  Special 

program led by Jaime Brame,  
Program Director of Christ-
mount Christian Assembly 

 

 9:45 am Special All-Church Sunday 
School program in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  Stories from church 
members about how their faith 
has been impacted by FCC go-
ing back to the early 1900s. 

 

 10:45 am Combined worship service fea-
turing music by our Chancel 
Choir and the Turning Point 
Band 

 
Start the year out in worship.  Plan to join 
your church family for a morning of food, fel-
lowship and worship! 
 
 In Christ’s love, 
 The Membership, 
 Worship and 
 Design Ministry Teams 

New Website to Launch Soon 
The Evangelism Team is proud to announce 
that we are working on a new website! 
Thanks to Susan Shipton McKenney, graphic 
designer and part of our FCC family, an excit-
ing internet communication is underway. Sue 
is also working on a design for a logo for our 
church. 
 
We need some folks to form a new subgroup 
of the Evangelism Team to keep our website 
current with pictures from 2009.  We know 
there are many "shutterbugs" in our midst! 
Digital photos of church fellowship and mis-
sion events are needed to add interest and 
inform the public about what FCC does to 
serve God. We want to share the good things 
we are involved in with people looking for a 
church home. It is also great fun for our mem-
bers to see "children of all ages" together, in 
our church, and as we step out into the com-
munity. 
 
Please contact Millie Griffin at 686-1393 if you 
would like to be on the photography team, or 
if you have digital pictures to share. We need 
a photo editor to go through submitted pic-
tures to choose the best ones for the website. 
Are you that person? 
 
You may also contact these members of the 
Evangelism Ministry Team:  John May at 632-
6949, Nancy Manning at 632-7835, or Becky 
Shipton at 262-0545. 
 
We're looking forward to sharing the joy of 
being in this wonderful FCC family! 

 Bring canned beans (pinto, 
 navy, black, pork 'n beans, etc.) 

in December for the Food Pantry. 

Put them in the Little Red Wagon. 



Stewards are people morally responsible for 
the careful use of money, time, talents or 
other resources with respect to the principles 
of a community or group. 
 
The Disciples Mission Fund is the common 
fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). The monies we send to the DMF 
come from our weekly/monthly contributions. 
We, therefore, are the stewards of the good 
works this Fund enables our Church to con-
tinue. 
 
In 2008, our church gave $35,252 to the Dis-
ciples Mission Fund. Last month we began 
listing what our giving did in 2008. Following 
is a continuation of the ministries we help 
support: 
 

¶ $613.41 to OGMP Communication Minis-
tries which serves the church by communi-
cating information of the Office of the Gen-
eral Minister and President, General As-
sembly, and the General Board of the 
church; 

¶ $163.23 to Church Extension which partners 
with Disciples congregations offering capital 
campaigns, transformation strategies, in-
vestment services, and capital funding; 

¶ $401.14 to Higher Education and Leader-
ship Ministries to nurture leaders for the 
church in partnership with colleges, univer-
sities, theological institutions, campus min-
istries, general ministries, regional minis-
tries, and congregations; 

¶ $326.91 to Council on Christian Unity which 
produces resources for congregations re-
lated to such programs as the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity and World Com-
munion Sunday; 

¶ $205.74 to the Disciples Historical Society 
which gathers and preserves the history of 

Disciples and provides a place for research 
related to the Stone-Campbell movement; 

¶ $170.85 to ecumenical ministries through-
out the U. S. National Council of Churches, 
the Canadian Council of Churches, and the 
World Council of Churches; 

¶ $120.00 to the International Disciple 
Women's Fellowship for Women's Minis-
tries; specifically in five mission areas that 
have been identified as priorities; 

¶ $76.68 to related church organization of the 
church:  National City Christian Church 
Foundation, Christmount Christian Assem-
bly, and World Convention of the Churches 
of Christ; and 

¶ $508.44 to the Council of General Ministries 
which is used for general ministries projects 
that advance the church's mission and vi-
sion. 

 
Be a steward. Help make 2009 as good as 
last year by bringing your giving up to date. 
These are hard economic times, but please 
take some time and consider what you can 
give. 
 
 Ann Boston 
 Stewardship Team Member 
 
 
 

 

ò... for God loves a cheerful giver.ó 
            2 Corinthians 9:7b 

From Your Stewardship Team:  What Our Mission Dollars Do 
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From Your Stewardship Team:  What Our Mission Dollars Do 


