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A Word From Lance

Staff

Lance A. Perry, Senior Minister

Ailsa R. Guardiola Gonzalez, Associate Minister
of Christian Education and Youth

Stephen Field, Music Director

Jim Council, Organist/Accompanist

Myrtle Sanders, Financial Secretary

Tammy Connell, Nursery Attendant

Jennifer Brooks, Assistant Nursery Attendant

Kristen Connell, Assistant Nursery Attendant

Faith Dietrick, Secretary/Admin. Assistant

John Lanier, Janitorial Service

Tammy Connell, Cleaning Service

Robert Register, Grounds Maintenance

Russ & Carlotta Smith, Spiritual Directors 616-5846

Tel: 762-1389 Care Line: 772-9683

E-Mail: Lance Perry: fcclance@bellsouth.net
Ailsa Gonzalez: ailsa@fccwilmington.com
Office: fccwilm@bellsouth.net

Website: fccwilmington.com
CareNet Counseling Center Partner: 799-1071

This coming Sunday, the second Sunday of
Advent , is —Peacel Sunday
—comingll and this week we
peace has come and will come. | have to be

reminded each year that during the Advent

journey we prepare ourselves. We miss a lot

if we don’'t prepare. It
tween flying to a place like Mt. Rainer or driv-

ing there. When you fly
clouds and only see the top of the mountain

when you get lower and closer. When you

drive you see the mountain from afar and ex-

perience the slow incline and changes of ter-

rain leading up to those kinds of great won-

ders of the world.

During Advent, we explore the stories describ-
ing the hopes and dr eams
During Advent we recall
liverance throughout the history if Israel.

(continued inside)

| N a/\FI
(@)
2

| - Orteg

SN Ch

7)0
1
/;
<
\?\Q'

December 2, 2009 First Christian Church (Disciples of Christvilmington, NC

Italics indicate non-FCC group

Sunday, December 6

8:45 am Turning Point

9:45 am Sunday School

9:45 am El Salvador Interest Mtg.

11 am Traditional Worship

11 am Youth Visit St. John Church
3 pm Youth Caroling

Second Sunday of Advent

Monday, December 7
12 pm Al Anon
7 pm Quilters Christmas Party

Tuesday, December 8
5:45 pm Personnel Comm.
7 pm Design Team

Wednesday, December 9
7:30 pm Chancel Choir

Thursday, December 10

1 pm Staff Christmas Lunch

5:30 pm Single Parents' Allianc
6 pm Worship Band

6:30 pm CMF

Saturday, December 12
8-10 am AA Christmas Breakfa

Sunday, December 13
8:45 am Turning Point

9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Traditional Worship
2 pm Violin Recitat Sanctuary
Interfaith Guests Arrive

5-8 pm Youth Host IHN
Third Sunday of Advent

Recent Attendance

8:45 11:00
11/29 78 85

Join Us for Advent & Christmas!

Second Sunday of Advent

December 6

8:45 am Turning Point

9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 amTraditional Worship

Third Sunday of Advent
December 13

Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 20
5:00 pm Christmas Cantata, Reception Following

Christmas Eve

5 pm Children's Pageant
10:30 pm Musical Prelude
11 pm Candlelight Service

Christmas at Ol d McFa
Children of First Christian Church (infant — fifth grade) are invited
to Old McFaye’'s Farm on Friday, D
Christmas treat: pony ride, feeding the animals, hay ride, weenie
roast, holiday craft, and a visit from Santa!

Please call Farmer Faye at 602-7845 to let her know
you are coming, so she will be ready for you.



Notices and Reminders

A Word from Lance, ¢ o rdt |0

Worship focus for Sunday is The Journey
of Peace; Luke 3:1-6 and Malachi 3:1-4.

%@C) To be included in your
wiooae§ 2009 pledge report, checks
for pledges must be received by Myrtle Sand-

ers or put in her box in the church office by
Thursday, December 31.

The Charis Ministry Teams will not
meet in December. The next meeting will be
on Thursday, January 7, 2010.

Interfaith Hospitality Guests

will be at FCC December 13-20.

Check your calendar, and sign up to
help on the WIHN board in the Welcome Area.

Camp Caroline Pancake Breakfast

Saturday, December 5, 8 - 11 am
The Christian Men’s
pancake breakfast on Saturday, December 5,
from 8-11:00 am. All proceeds will go towards
the Camp Caroline Kitchen Project. Please
plan to come join us for breakfast and some
good ol' FCC fellowship.

Fe

Youth Visit

The youth will visit St. John Church of Christ,
Disciples of Christ in Hampstead this Sunday
at 11 am. This is the first of several visits to
different faith communities in our area. The
youth began learning about the Church of
Christ, Disciples of Christ at the Regional fall
retreat in September. Following the Turning
Point service, youth will go out for breakfast as
we make our way to Hampstead.

During Advent we get ourselves ready to hear
again and anew that God has come with a
new promise and gift of grace and redemption
in Christ.

Last week we did some prep work considering
hope. This week we prepare ourselves by re-
flecting on peace. We consider not only the
inner peace that we seek and that God gives,

but we also reflect on p¢
creation. In the letter to the Christians in Phi-

lippi, Paul said that as we rejoice in God and

give God our worries, —tI
all understanding will protect/keep our hearts

in Christ. .| What a powel
promi se. Regarding peac:¢
the late William Sloane Coffin, chaplain of

Yale University and Senior Minister of New
York's Riverside church,
ways seems a weary way olf
minds us of the words of the prophet
Jeremiah, —We | ooked for
peace camel (Jer. 8: 15 NI
says, —But to give up on
God. |

' Il owship wild! sponsor a
No one has come up yet with a magic formula
for inner peace, or for peace for all creation, but
it is a part of the hope and promise of God and
it is a part of who we are as people of faith.
And so we never give up working for and seek-
ing peace in our hearts a
talk more about peace on Sunday. See you
then.

Prayer Concerns

Serving December 6

Long Term Health Care Concerns

Wilma Briggs, Helen Dunn, Bobbie Hentz,
Willie Loughlin, Foye Marshburn, Betty Nash,
Betty Snook, Beulah Poisson

In the Hospital
- Alicia Luse, NHRMC, intestinal obstruction
due to surgery, still awaiting biopsy results

Church Family

- Lucille Allen, recovering at home from sur-
gery on both hands due to infection from
dog bites

- Zola Boston, Silver Stream, recovering from
a broken leg

- Dave Dutcher, seeking employment

- Jim Lee, diagnosed with amyloidosis

- Kim Sibbach, stage IV cancer

- Jeanette Wolfe, recuperating at Davis
Health Care

Friends and Family

-Brian Britt, Pam Britt

- Nancy Frazelle, friend of Phyllis Powell,
breast cancer with brain involvement

- Willie Gonzalez and sister Estafani, friends
of Gonzalez' in El Salvador, health issues

- Della Lanier, Joy Roberts' friend, cancer

- Nan Lanier, friend of Beth Palanza, liver
cancer

- Debbie Lewis, complications with breast
cancer

- Cheryl Manus, friend of Tena Perry, termi-
nal cancer

- Jody McPherson, brain cancer

- Grace Moore, Richard Hodges' mother,
NHRMC, congestive heart failure & other
health issues

- Tracy Perry, Dr. Perry's sister-in-law, bron-
chial pneumonia

- Jennifer Turbeville, friend of Michelle Allen,
stage 3 cancer and not doing well

- Callie Watkins, Mable Cooke's sister, com-
plications with scleroderma

11:00 Communion Table Prayers:
Glenn Brigman, Kenny Morris Jr.

Home-Bound Communion: Ranny Gardner,
Bonnie Brown, Kathy Jordan

Deacons: Andy, Nancy, Julianne Black,
Bridgette & Jeremiah Johnson, Jo Mills,
Greg Kennedy, Lauren Perry, Caroline
Shepard

Communion Prep: Robbin Capps, Jo Mills,
Greg Kennedy, Lauren Perry

Children Worship & Wonder
Dec6 Tena Perry & Beth May
Dec 13 Bridgette Johnson & Chris Wrede

Turning Point Kids

Dec 6 Bill & Linda Reinger

Dec 13 Andy & Nancy Black

Chil drends Creative
Dec6 Andy & Mandy Koester

Dec 13 Ellen & Caroline Shepard

Minister On-Call Schedule
Dec 4-5 Dr. Perry 200-9507
Dec 11-12 Rev. Gonzalez 395-5594

Greeters
8:45 December: Ralph George & Sam Rose

11:00 Dec6 Trudé Rennick
Dec 13 Nancy Manning

Lay Reader
Dec 6 Glenn Brigman
Dec 13 Bonnie Brown

Sunday Door Lock-up
Dec6 Chris & Pam Furr
Dec 13 Charles & Myrtle Sanders

Budget Update

Budget through 11/29/09 $167,629.88
Income 148,549.86
Income Short of Budget $19,080.02
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More who, what, where, when?

Annual Performance Evaluations
will be presented to our ministers and staff dur-
ing the months of January and February.

Any member of the congregation wishing to of-
fer comments regarding the performance of our
Senior Minister, Lance Perry, over the last
twelve months may do so to one of the mem-
bers of the Pastoral Relations Committee. All
comments will be kept in strictest confi-

dence. Committee members are as follows:
Lucille Allen, 520-1449; John Reaves, 395-
0426; and Duane Luse, 256-0751.

If you have any comments, please direct them
to the appropriate person as follows:

Employee Reviewer
Ailsa Gonzalez  Dr. Perry
Steve Field Jeanne Owens, Music Comm.

Jim Council Jeanne Owens, Music Comm.
Faith Dietrick Dr. Perry

Myrtle Sanders  Darrell McHaney

Tammy Connell  Linda Reinger for Nursery
Tammy Connell  Alan Anderson for Cleaning
Jennifer Brooks  Linda Reinger

Kristen Connell  Linda Reinger

John Lanier Alan Anderson

Robert Register  Alan Anderson

'e'-‘v‘/'/"° Bring canned beans (pinto,
navy, black, pork 'n beans, etc.)
in December for the Food Pantry.

Put them in the Little Red Wagon.

Dear Church Family,

A BIG THANK YOU to each of you who so
generously contributed food and donations to
the Thanksgiving baskets for the Guardian ad
Litem families. We were able to provide very
generous baskets to 14 families consisting of
73 people (31 adults and 42 children). There
was ample food to provide a large Thanksgiv-
ing meal, with lots of leftovers and some extra
treats. Each of the Guardian volunteers who
picked up the food baskets for delivery noted
how much food was being provided and ex-
pressed their appreciation to First Christian
for helping out these families in crisis.

Also a big thank you to the children, youth and
their sponsors who assembled the baskets on
Sunday. Last, but certainly not least, we want
to send a very special thanks to Joy Roberts
who organized this annual outreach ministry
and made this wonderful event happen.

We are truly blessed with such a giving fam-
ily. Check out the photos of all of the dona-
tions and boxes posted on the CACS bulletin
board.
In Christ's Love,
The CACS Ministry Team

Dear First Christian Church,
The staff and volunteers of the Guardian ad
Litem would like to thank you for your gener-
ous gift. The Thanksgiving food baskets you
provided fed 14 families (31 adults and 42
children) for the Thanksgiving holiday. The
caretakers of the children of these families
were very grateful as they received the plenti-
ful food baskets.

Again, thank you.

Liz Kachris-Jones

5th District Administrator

Guardian ad Litem Program

FCC's Food Pantry Ministry

DID YOU KNOW? For over 10 years, First
Christian Church has prepared food bags for
needy families in Wilmington two times every
month. These bags are given to the local De-
partment of Social Services who provides it to
families in emergency need. When families
apply for food stamps and other food aid, they
often are unable to afford to purchase even
the minimum items until their applications are
processed and they receive assistance. DSS
provides the food bags to help out those ap-
proved and in need until further aide is avail-
able.

Every two weeks, the Food Pantry Ministry
Team (Charlie and Marty Prickitt, and Ann
and Bill Boston) purchases enough basic food
items to put together 40 bags for the Depart-
ment of Social Services. Due to inflation and
the increase in food prices, the Team has al-
ready had to decrease the number of food
bags they prepare from 50 to 40 bags bi-
weekly. The food is purchased from funds al-
located in the church budget for this ministry
effort, from special donations from the con-
gregation made to the Food Pantry and from
money FCC receives from the annual CROP
Walk. Twenty-five percent of the money
taken in from the CROP Walk stays in Wil-
mington and is divided among five organiza-
tions — FCC being one of them — meaning
that FCC gets 5 percent of all money from
CROP Walk (so the more walkers and
pledges each year — the more that comes
back to FCC for the Food Pantry.)

Each bag contains a variety of items:
9 canned meats

tuna, chicken, sausages, etc.
9 canned beans

pintos, baked, black-eyed peas, etc.
9 green vegetables

peas, beans, turnip greens, etc.

soups
powdered milk

in pouches — enough to make a gallon
tea bags

ramen noodles — beef or chicken
canned fruit

corn bread mix that is made with water
macaroni & cheese packages

= =

E R

The bags used to include dried beans and
rice but had to be dropped due to increased
cost of these items.

HOW YOU CAN HELP. Each month the
News and Views includes a suggested item
for each of us to donate to the Food Pantry
Ministry. For every can collected, that is one
less item that needs to be purchased. With
more food donations, our money will go much
further and we can once again increase the
number of bags provided to the needy each
month. So consider bringing cans or pre-
packaged boxes of food from the list above.

It will be put to great use for the least, the lost
and the lonely. In addition, if you are inter-
ested in participating in this ministry by help-
ing to shop or fill food bags (done twice a
month), you can contact Ann Boston.

To make things easier, starting in December
you will see a small red wagon around the
church as a reminder of this ministry effort
and as a collection spot for your donations.

~ _ MORE TO COME ABOUT THE
'g%r'ov/"'o LITTLE RED WAGON.
KEEP AN EYE OUT!!!



Who, what, where, when?

Mickey Meehan joined First Chris-
tian Church by statement of faith on
> November 29, 2009. Mickey's church
Tueleome background is in the Catholic and Lu-
foonrchueh tharan traditions.

Welcome to our church family, Mickey!

Please add Mickey's contact information to
your church directory as follows:

Mickey Meehan

2002 Colwell Ave

Wilmington 28403

Tel: 386-8778

E-Mail: mdmeehan@ymail.com

Combined Worship January 3!

Mark your calendars for a change of time and
program for Sunday January 3! Our Member-
ship, Worship, and Design Teams are plan-
ning this special time to combine our two wor-

ship services. We' r e
day: Valuing our Past, Anticipating our Fu-
ture. |l OQur Member shig

members to start out the year in worship and
will be sending special invitations to our mem-
bers who have not beenrn
begin with an all church breakfast at 9:00 a.m.
with a program led by Jaime Brame, Program
Director of Christmount Christian Assembly.
At 9:45 a.m. we will have a special all church
Sunday School program in the Fellowship
Hall with stories from members about how
their faith has been impacted here going back
to the early 1900s. Then at 10:45 we will
have a combined worship service featuring
music by our chancel choir and Turning Point
band. Plan to come!

é DWM Christmas Card Tree

The annual Christmas card tree spon-

sored by Disciples Women's Ministries
is set up in the hallway outside the sanctuary.
As always, we ask that you bring your signed
Christmas card and place it on the tree, and a
donation of the monies you would have spent
on cards and postage to our members. This
year the collected monies will go to Camp
Caroline to help with their kitchen renova-
tions. If you have any questions, please call
Sherry Hickman or Jill Archibald

Congregational Survey
lt’s coming this week! @]
Team wants to hear from you as to how we
are doing and what ideas, hopes, dreams you
may have for our ministry together. You will
receive an e-mail link to our survey on Survey
Monkey, if we have your email address. If we
¢ do not have your e-mail address, we will sendn -
you a paper survey to complete and return.
Thank you for your much-welcomed feed- our
back!

More who, what, where, when?

Chancel Choir Christmas Social
Members Past, Present & Future Invited!
All choir alumni, present members and any-
one considering joining this FUN choir are in-
vited to Jill & Wayne Howell's home on
Sunday, December 13, for a Christmas
Open House social from 4-6 pm. Please
bring a snack to share, but beverages will be
provided. Also, bring a Christmas ornament
for an ornament exchange (under $5). You
are welcome to bring a guest if you wish. The
more the merrier!

Directions: From S. College Rd & Oleander,
take S. College South. After you cross over
Holly Tree Extension, take the second left
onto Greenhowe. At the first stop sign, turn
left onto Kirby Smith Drive. We're the 5th
house on the right—3115 Kirby Smith Drive
(two story colonial with black shutters). Merry
Christmas and hope to see ALL of you there!
Questions? Call Jill Howell at 795-9467.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

“| knew someday I'd be a star!”

g[-) If You See Any of These

~-° Folks, Wish Them A
Happy Birthday!

Take a few minutes to share your best wishes
with the members of our church family who
have birthdays in December.

Linda Best
Julianne Black
Sean Bullock

Bill Morine
Grant Morine
Lauren Perry

Pat Campbell Beulah Poisson
Scott Coleman Linda Reinger
Asher Ensign Luke Roberts

Charles Sanders
Rose Saurenman
Michael Shipton
Suzanne Spivey
Gavin Tarrant
Susan Watson
Paul, Lindan, and
Jonathan Wierse

Marco Gonzalez
Cleve Goodnite
Will Griffin

Mabel Haber
Margaret Jarman
Jeremiah Johnson
Ned Lavengood
Nancy Manning

If we missed anyone, we are truly sorry.
Please let someone on the Membership team
know or contact the chair: Ellie Duckett, 792-
9624; email: rduckett@ec.rr.com, and you will
be added to the birthday list.
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