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A Word From Lance
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Stephen Field, Music Director
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Kristen Connell, Assistant Nursery Attendant

Faith Dietrick, Secretary/Admin. Assistant

John Lanier, Janitorial Service
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Robert Register, Grounds Maintenance

Russ & Carlotta Smith, Spiritual Directors 616-5846

Tel: 762-1389 Care Line: 772-9683
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What a blessing it was last night to be led in
worship by our Chancel Choir. It was a very
moving service. As | was listening to the
scripture readings, the choir’s special music,
and singing the hymns with the congregation,
it felt like an extended prayer. It reminded me
of something once said by Dr. Coleman Mark-
ham, retired professor from Barton College.
Dr. Markham had come to Dobson, North
Carolina, to the congregation | was serving.
He did a program on the Psalms and shared a
quote that is attributed to early church father,
Augustine. The quote is, “he who sings prays
twice.” To me, the phrase means that we are
not only praying with the words of the song,
but we are praying as we lift our voices with
the music. A lot goes on when we are singing.
We hear the voices of others. The instru-
ments enhance the beauty and largeness of

the sound. The whole service to me seemed
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Sunday, December 27
8:45 am Turning Point

9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Traditional Worship
No Youth

Monday, December 28
12 pm Al Anon
Church Office Closed

Wednesday, December 30
No Chancel Choir

Thursday, December 31
6 pm Worship Band

Friday, January 1, 2010
Church Office Closed

Saturday, January 2
7 am Breakfast at Whitey's

8-11 am Work at Woodlot

Sunday January 3

9 am Fellowship Breakfast

9:45 am Special Sunday
School Program

10:45 am Combined Worship

No Youth

Recent Attendance

8:45 11:00
12/20 74 114

Join Us for Legacy Sunday
"Valuing Our Past, Anticipating Our Future™
Sunday, January 3, 2010

9:00 am Fellowship Breakfast and special program led by
Jaime Brame, Program Director of Christmount
Christian Assembly

9:45 am Special All-Church Sunday School program in the
Fellowship Hall. Stories from church members
about how their faith has been impacted by FCC
going back to the early 1900s.

10:45 am Combined worship service featuring music by our
Chancel Choir and the Turning Point Band

Start the year out in worship!
Plan to join your church family for a morning of
food, fellowship and worship!

Woodlot: January 2, 2010

W 7 am Breakfast at Whitey's

s 8-11 am Work at Woodlot
Volunteers will chop and deliver fire wood to neighbor's in need
from 8-11 am. No skills necessary. Come with work gloves and
appropriately dressed for the weather. People with pick-up
trucks (to make deliveries) are needed. Please sign up on the
outreach bulletin board outside Room 12.

Help make someone's home warm this winter!




Notices and Reminders

A Word from Lance, ¢ 0 't |0

Worship focus for Sunday is Finding Jesus;

Luke 2:41-52 and Psalm 148.

Church Office will be closed on Decem-
ber 28, & January 1.

Rev. Gonzalez will be out of the office De-
cember 27, & 29-31.

Faith Dietrick will be out of the office De-
cember 29-31.

The News & Views will not be published
next week.

To be included in your 2009 pledge

report, pledges must be received by Myrtle
Sanders or put in her box in the church office
no later than Thursday, December 31.

2010 Building Fund Envelopes
are on the table outside the Chapel. Please
pick them up at your earliest convenience. If
you would like some and can't find yours, call
me at 791-2121. Thank you.

Myrtle Sanders

Bobbie Hentz has moved to:
The Kempton at Brightmore
2298 41st St Rm 217
Wilmington, 28403

Tel: 791-1169

(@! Mickey Meehan's telephone num-
ber was incorrectly listed in the News &
Views. The correct number is: 386-8478.

like a prayer and | know it was a blessing to
all who came. It was also very special to
have so many guests from our sister congre-
gation St. John Church of Christ, Disciples of
Christ in Hampstead.

And the prayer continues this week. On
Thursday evening we will “pray twice” again
as we gather for worship on Christmas Eve. |
can'’t think of a better way to celebrate Christ-
mas than to be in worship with friends and
loved ones. There is no better place to con-
firm who we are and what we believe is most
important than to be in worship on the night
we celebrate Christ’s birth. In both our 5:00
and 11:00 services we will have opportunity to
“pray twice” as we read the story of Jesus’
birth and sing Christmas carols with all our
hearts. | hope you are planning to gather with
your church family on this special night. See
you then.

Our family would like to express our deep
appreciation for the Christmas gift given by
the First Christian Church congregation. It's
hard to believe that we have been here five
years now. Since the beginning, it has been a
blessing to be a part of the FCC family.

Thank you again for your generosity and may
God’s blessings be with you in the next year.

The Perry Family

Prayer Concerns

Serving December 27

Long Term Health Care Concerns

Wilma Briggs, Helen Dunn, Bobbie Hentz,
Willie Loughlin, Foye Marshburn, Betty Nash,
Betty Snook, Beulah Poisson, Jeanette Wolfe

In the Hospital:
- Magdalene Bryant, NHRMC, heart problems

Church Family

- Zola Boston, Silver Stream, recovering from
a broken leg

- Dave Dutcher, seeking employment

- Cleve Goodnite, diagnosed with shingles

- Jim Lee, awaiting tests results from Duke,
facing more tests at Mayo Clinic in January

- Alicia Luse, undergoing chemotherapy for
ovarian cancer

- Rusie Sharratt, undergoing radiation treatment

- Kim Sibbach, stage IV cancer

Friends and Family

- Brian Britt, Pam Britt’s son, dealing with MS

- Debbie Burrus, friend of Georgia Meece,
doing well after aortic aneurysm surgery

- Nancy Frazelle, friend of Phyllis Powell,
breast cancer with brain involvement

- Willie Gonzalez and sister Estafani, friends
of Gonzalez' in El Salvador, health issues

- Della Lanier, Joy Roberts' friend, cancer

- Nan Lanier, friend of Beth Palanza, liver cancer

- Debbie Lewis, complications with breast cancer

- Cheryl Manus, friend of Tena Perry, termi-
nal cancer

- The family of Jody McPherson, who died of
brain cancer on Monday, December 21

- Grace Moore, Richard Hodges' mother, re-
cuperating at Cypress Pointe

- Tracy Perry, Dr. Perry's sister-in-law, bron-
chial pneumonia

- Jennifer Turbeville, friend of Michelle Allen,
responding well to cancer treatment

- Callie Watkins, Mable Cooke's sister, com-
plications with scleroderma

- Community of Puente Azul, El Salvador

11:00 Communion Table Prayers:
Dec 27: Nancy Manning, Patsy Emmart
Jan 3: Ranny Gardner, Margaret Jarman

Home-Bound Communion:
Dec 27: D. Luse, H. Jarman, K. Jordan
Jan 3: K. Morris Jr., Jeannie May, C. Vaughan

Deacons: Andy, Nancy, Julianne Black,
Bridgette & Jeremiah Johnson, Jo Mills,
Greg Kennedy, Lauren Perry, Caroline
Shepard

Communion Prep: Robbin Capps, Jo Mills,
Greg Kennedy, Lauren Perry

Children Worship & Wonder
Dec 27 Jamie Wrede & Jeff Wierse
Jan3  Tena Perry & Kelly Ensign

Turning Point Kids
Dec 27 Joy Roberts & Stacey Adam
Jan3  Steve & Pat Brooks

Childrendés Creative
Dec 27 Jane Coleman & Julie Furr
Jan3  Andy & Mandy Koester

Minister On-Call Schedule

Dec 25-26 Dr. Perry 200-9507
Jan 1-2 Dr. Perry 200-9507
Greeters

8:45 December: Ralph George & Sam Rose
11:00 Dec 27 Allan Huband
Jan3  Kenny Morris, Sr.

Lay Reader
Dec 27 Patsy Emmart
Jan 3  Chris Furr

Sunday Door Lock-up
Dec 27 Fred Sanders
Jan3 TBA

Budget Update

Budget through 12/20/09 $190,488.50
Income 193,931.16
Income Over Budget $3,432.66

Hour




More who, what, where, when?

Who, what, where, when?

& Clear Out the Clutter!
%Kggle% Donate to the
Youth Yard Sale
&Needed g) FCC youth invite you to
clear out your clutter and do-
nate to the yard sale. The yard sale will be
January 9, 2010, from 7am-12pm in the Fel-
lowship Hall. Donations will be received be-
hind the orange curtain beginning Monday,
January 4. (Sorry, but we cannot accommo-
date donations before that date). Please do
not bring computers, computer monitors,
shoes or intimate apparel. If you need help
transporting your donation to the church,
please call Vicki Morris, Youth Team chair, at
762-8054.

Bread Breakers Update
=. | hope you have been enjoying
your Fall 2009 Bread Breakers Group. Four
months have flown by and it is time to change
groups for the January through April 2010
session. As previously discussed, you remain
enrolled in Bread Breakers UNLESS you
have contacted me to ask to be re-

moved. You should expect to be contacted
by your new group the first week in January. If
you would like to JOIN the January to April
session, please let me know and you will be
placed in a group. The tentative date for the
first dinner is Friday, January 15 (we try to
meet the third Friday of each month). Please
contact me with any suggestions, comments
or requests.

— Pam Morine, 452-1770

Discovery Classes
to Be Offered in January

Are you a new member of First Christian? Are
you considering membership? Do you have
questions about our history and beliefs? Are
you unsure about the basics of the Christian
faith? Are you looking to grow in your spiritual
life? Then our Discovery Classes are for you.

On January 10 and 17, our Discovery Class
will be held. This two week class is designed
for guests, new members as well as long time
members. We will discuss basic Christian
beliefs and information about our Disciples
tradition. The class will be held in the parlor
from 9:50 a.m. until 10:40 a.m. Class size is
limited to 12.

Beginning January 24, our Discovering
Spiritual Disciplines class will be held. This
seven week class explores different spiritual
practices of prayer, scripture reading, worship
and stewardship. The class is for anyone who
seeks to grow in their spiritual life. This class
will be held in the parlor from 9:45 - 10:45 am.
Call the church office to sign up.

January Discipleship Series

“A January Discipleship Series?” you may
ask. “We’ve never had a January study be-
fore.” Yes, this is a new thing—a new thing
inspired by First Christian’s youth group.
Since their mission trip to Appalachia this
summer, the youth have continued to reflect
on their experience and have expressed a
desire to share more about it with the congre-
gation. So, the January Discipleship Series,
“Learning from Appalachia,” has been created
for just this purpose. The series will take
place on Wednesdays, January 13, 20, & 27,
from 5:30-7:00pm. It will begin with dinner,
for which you can make reservations. More
information to come!



More who, what, where, when?

El Salvador Mission Trip

Interest Meeting

A contingency will be sent down to Puente
Azul in November 2010 for a medical mission.
The final interest meeting will be Monday,
January 4, at 6:30 pm in Room 13. Anyone
who has an interest or a curiosity is invited to
come to this meeting and find out what it is all
about. A trip to Puente Azul will change your
life forever—just ask somebody that has been
there before! — Kenny Morris, Jr.

2010 God's Positioning Spirit
January 22-23, 2010

Plan now to attend this Congregational Trans-
formation Event held at Barton College. The
event is for anyone seeking to learn about
congregational transformation. Cost is $40
which includes meals and registration. Regis-
tration forms are available in the church of-
fice. More information at www.ncdisciples.org.

Dear First Christian Church Family,
Many thanks for your generous gift this Christ-
mas. Marco, Krysia and | feel blessed to be a
part of this church family and look forward to a
new year of ministry with you. We appreciate
you remembering us this Christmas and for
sharing your love in so many ways.

— Ailsa Guardiola Gonzalez

Dear FCC,

Thank you so much for your kindness and
your generous Christmas gift. It is a continual
blessing to me to be part of the First Christian
Church family — a great place to work and
worship! — Faith Dietrick

A4 2010 Holiday Bazaar
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ngﬁ@’ FCC is planning to have a Holiday
. Bazaar in November of 2010.

The plan is to have a country store setting

and we need items to sell in our store. In

preparation for this we are asking that you

look for/contribute any of the following:

9 Small Christmas Trees

1 Mid to large size wreaths

9 Small to mid size ornaments

1 Any items you think would sell in our coun-
try store such as craft items—yarn, beads,
Christmas fabric, felt, old Christmas cards,
Christmas ribbon

1 Old ornaments not being used

There should be some good bargains the day
after Christmas in many of the craft stores.

We will have a meeting in early January to
discuss plans and are looking for men,
women and children that would like to work
with us on various committees and make
items that would be found in a country store—
bread boards, candles, cookies, cakes, bird
houses, jewelry, etc. The sky is the limit.
Bring your thoughts, ideas and enthusiasm.

Please let Ann Boston, Jill Archibald, or Becky
Shipton, if you are interested in participating.

The Advent/Christmas decorations
will be taken down on Saturday, January 9,
beginning at 9 am. Lots of help is needed,

especially anyone with a tall ladder.

More who, what, where, when?

New Website to Launch Soon

The Evangelism Team is proud to announce
that we are working on a new website!
Thanks to Susan Shipton McKenney, graphic
designer and part of our FCC family, an excit-
ing internet communication is underway. Sue
is also working on a design for a logo for our
church.

We need some folks to form a new subgroup
of the Evangelism Team to keep our website
current with pictures from 2009. We know
there are many "shutterbugs" in our midst!
Digital photos of church fellowship and mis-
sion events are needed to add interest and
inform the public about what FCC does to
serve God. We want to share the good things
we are involved in with people looking for a
church home. It is also great fun for our mem-
bers to see "children of all ages" together, in
our church, and as we step out into the com-
munity.

Please contact Millie Griffin at 686-1393 if you
would like to be on the photography team, or
if you have digital pictures to share. We need
a photo editor to go through submitted pic-
tures to choose the best ones for the website.
Are you that person?

You may also contact these members of the
Evangelism Ministry Team: John May at 632-
6949, Nancy Manning at 632-7835, or Becky
Shipton at 262-0545.

We're looking forward to sharing the joy of
being in this wonderful FCC family!

A Word from the CMF
Pecans have come and gone. We sold 26
cases (624 Ibs) this year. We want to thank
everyone that bought pecans from us this
year. | want to thank all of the men in the
CMF that sold pecans this year. A special
thanks to “DA PECAN MAN”, aka Greg Ken-
nedy, for without his pecan selling efforts we
would not have had the success that we did.
Greg sold about 15 cases of pecans by him-
self. Thanks again Greg. And thanks to every-
one again for supporting the CMF.

— Jerry Roberts, CMF President

Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let
nothing move you. Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the Lord, because you
know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:58

Dear Friends of Campus Ministry,
Thank you so much for your kind contribution
to United Christian Campus Ministry. Thanks
to you, we continue this ministry of presence,
spiritual growth and service at UNCW and
CFCC. Please visit our website at
uccmwil.org to lean more about our ministry.

R"/,/W Bring canned beans (pinto,
0 navy, black, pork 'n beans, etc.)
in December for the Food Pantry.

Put them in the Little Red Wagon.




