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This Sunday, December 13, is the third Sun-
day in Advent.  As we prepare ourselves for 
our celebration of the coming of the Christ 
child, we consider JOY. 
 
The word JOY seems to be lost in modern life 
and conversation.  We have left the word to 
live in poetry and song writing.  When some-
one asks us how we are doing we rarely say, 
"I feel so much JOY today!"  Our modern re-
sponse to the question is "I’m having fun" or 
we talk about things being "great" or "cool" or 
"amazing."  We still use words that identify an 
"over the top" kind of feeling or experience.  
Yet Advent invites us to reintroduce JOY into 
our vocabulary.  JOY is almost a word that de-
fies verbalizing.  It’s a big word that describes 
a deep experience. 
 
 Christian mystic Charles de Foucauld once 
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Sunday, December 13 
8:45 am Turning Point 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Traditional Worship 
2 pm Violin Recital - Sanctuary 

Interfaith Guests Arrive 
5-8 pm Youth Host IHN 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
Monday, December 14 
12 pm Al Anon 

 
Tuesday, December 15 
7 pm Design Team 

 
Wednesday, December 16 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

 
Thursday, December 17 
6 pm Worship Band 

 
Sunday, December 20 
8:45 am Turning Point 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Traditional Worship 
Interfaith Guests Depart 
5 pm Cantata & Reception 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 
Recent Attendance 

 8:45 11:00 
12/6 83 93 

 

News  Views 

Join Us for Advent & Christmas!  

 
 Third Sunday of Advent:  December 13 
 8:45 am Turning Point 
 9:45 am Sunday School 
 11:00 am Traditional Worship 

 
 

 Fourth Sunday of Advent:  December 20 
 8:45 am Turning Point 
 9:45 am Sunday School 
 11:00 am Traditional Worship 

 5:00 pm Christmas Cantata 
Featuring the Chancel Choir singing the music of 
Handel, Mendelssohn, Fettke, Alfred Burt, with soloist 
Fred Sanders. Reception following. 

 
 
 

Christmas Eve 
 
5 pm Children's Pageant 

All Children Welcome to Participate 
No Rehearsal Necessary 

 
 

10:30 pm Musical Prelude 
Featuring organ selections and soloists Liz Field 
and Dallas Caulkins. 

11 pm Candlelight Service & Holy Communion 
Special Music from the Chancel Choir 

 
 
 

Combined Worship on Sunday, January 3 
9:00 am Breakfast with a program by Jamie Brame 

9:45 am Legacy Program during Sunday School 
10:45 Combined Worship in the Sanctuary  



Notices and Reminders 

said "Faith strips the mask from the world and 
reveals God in everything.  It makes nothing 
impossible and renders meaningless such 
words as anxiety, danger, and fear, so that 
the believer goes through life calmly and 
peacefully with profound joy…"  I’m not sure I 
will ever make it through all moments of life 
calmly and peacefully, but to see God in eve-
rything is to experience profound JOY.  In the 
beauty of the sunrise, in the smile of a friend, 
in the embrace of a loved one, in the celebra-
tion of song, in the Advent and Christmas an-
ticipation, we find the JOY that "in God there 
is true delight." 
 
May our faith this Advent and Christmas sea-
son reveal the JOY of God to us all. 
 
See you Sunday. 

Worship focus for Sunday is Joy Renewed; 

Luke 3:7-18 and Isaiah 12:2-6. 
 
 

To be included in your 2009 pledge 
report, pledges must be received by Myrtle 

Sanders or put in her box in the church office 
no later than Thursday, December 31. 
 

 

Interfaith Hospitality Guests 
Arrive December 13 

Check your calendar, and sign up to help on the 
WIHN board in the Welcome Area. 
 
 

Combined Worship January 3! 
Mark your calendars for a change of time and 
program for Sunday January 3!  Our Member-
ship, Worship, and Design Teams are plan-
ning this special time to combine our two wor-
ship services.  We’re calling it "Legacy Sun-
day: Valuing our Past, Anticipating our Fu-
ture."  Our Membership team is inviting all our 
members to start out the year in worship and 
will be sending special invitations to our mem-
bers who have not been active lately.  We’ll 
begin with an all church breakfast at 9:00 a.m. 
with a program led by Jaime Brame, Program 
Director of Christmount Christian Assembly.  
At 9:45 a.m. we will have a special all church 
Sunday School program in the Fellowship Hall 
with stories from members about how their 
faith has been impacted here going back to 
the early 1900s.  Then at 10:45 we will have a 
combined worship service featuring music by 
our chancel choir and Turning Point band.  
Plan to come! 
 
 
 

A Word from Lance,  contõd 

Church  Family  
· Zola Boston, Silver Stream, recovering from 

a broken leg 
· Dave Dutcher, seeking employment 
· Jim Lee, tests at Duke on Friday, 12/11 
· Alicia Luse, recovering at home from surgery, 

facing chemotherapy for ovarian cancer 
· Rusie Sharratt, began 10 radiation treat-

ments on Monday, 12/7 
· Kim Sibbach, stage IV cancer 
 
 

Friends and  Family  
· Brian Britt, Pam Britt’s son, dealing with MS 
· Nancy Frazelle, friend of Phyllis Powell, 

breast cancer with brain involvement 
· Willie González and sister Estafani, friends 

of González' in El Salvador, health issues 
· Della Lanier, Joy Roberts' friend, cancer 
· Nan Lanier, friend of Beth Palanza, liver 

cancer 
· Debbie Lewis, complications with breast 

cancer 
· Cheryl Manus, friend of Tena Perry, termi-

nal cancer 
· Jody McPherson, brain cancer 
· Grace Moore, Richard Hodges' mother, 

NHRMC, congestive heart failure & other 
health issues 
· Tracy Perry, Dr. Perry's sister-in-law, bron-

chial pneumonia 
· Jennifer Turbeville, friend of Michelle Allen, 

stage 3 cancer and not doing well 
· Callie Watkins, Mable Cooke's sister, com-

plications with scleroderma 
· Community of Puente Azul, El Salvador 

Serving December 13 

11:00 Communion Table Prayers: 
Mike Brown, Darrell McHaney 

Home-Bound Communion:  Roger Bullock, 
Harvey Jarman, Charles Sander 

Deacons:  Andy, Nancy, Julianne Black, 
Bridgette & Jeremiah Johnson, Jo Mills, 
Greg Kennedy, Lauren Perry, Caroline 
Shepard 

Communion Prep:  Robbin Capps, Jo Mills, 
Greg Kennedy, Lauren Perry 

Children Worship & Wonder  
Dec 13 Ailsa González & Chris Wrede 
Dec 20 Bridgette Johnson & Lauren Perry 

Turning Point Kids 
Dec 13 Andy & Nancy Black 
Dec 20 Chris & Jamie Wrede 

Childrenôs Creative Hour  
Dec 13 Ellen & Caroline Shepard 
Dec 20 Faye Hodges & Margaret Respess 

Minister On-Call Schedule 
Dec 11-12 Rev. González 395-5594 
Dec 18-19 Rev. González 395-5594 

Greeters 
8:45 December:  Ralph George & Sam Rose 

11:00 Dec 13 Nancy Manning 
 Dec 20 Mable Cooke 

Lay Reader 
Dec 13 Bonnie Brown 
Dec 20 Ellie Duckett 

Sunday Door Lock-up 
Dec 13 Charles & Myrtle Sanders 
Dec 20 Phil Brigman 
 

Budget Update 
Budget through 11/29/09 $175,249.43 
 Income 155,4736.16 

Income Short of Budget $19,676.26 

Prayer Concerns 

Long Term Health Care Concerns  
Wilma Briggs, Helen Dunn, Bobbie Hentz, 
Willie Loughlin, Foye Marshburn, Betty Nash, 
Betty Snook, Beulah Poisson, Jeanette Wolfe 



 A Stewardship Moment 
The season of Advent is a time when we all 
should be anxiously awaiting the celebration 
of the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. It is also the time when we think of the 
gifts we are giving to our friends and loved 
ones. 
  
As of Sunday, December 6, our church fi-
nances are running $19,676.26 short of the 
budget.  This means that money pledged to-
wards the budget is running seriously behind. 
  
We realize that economic times are not the 
greatest at present, but the church also needs 
funds to pay the normal operating expenses 
such as salaries, insurance, lights water, 
sewer and all the normal operating expenses 
occurring at the church, just like they occur at 
your home. Also, funds are needed to run the 
programs of the church. 
  
We also realize that there have been requests 
for special giving. This is fine, if it does not in 
fact reduce  the giving to our regular budget. 
If cash flow continues to dwindle, considera-
tions will have to be made on where cuts will 
have to be made.  Since most expenses are 
established, cuts would have to be made in 
programs, personnel, or both. 
  
We wish to remind everyone that contribu-
tions must be received by December 31, 
2009, to be considered for tax purposes. 
  
Please keep the church, our ministers and our 
Stewardship Team in your prayers as we 
work our way through these difficult times, 
and remember, In God We Trust. 
  
 Darrell McHaney 
 Chair, Stewardship/Finance 

Annual Performance Evaluations 
will be presented to our ministers and staff dur-
ing the months of January and February. 
 

Any member of the congregation wishing to of-
fer comments regarding the performance of our 
Senior Minister, Lance Perry, over the last 
twelve months may do so to one of the mem-
bers of the Pastoral Relations Committee.  All 
comments will be kept in strictest confi-
dence.  Committee members are as follows:  
Lucille Allen, 520-1449; John Reaves, 395-
0426; and Duane Luse, 256-0751. 
 

If you have any comments, please direct them 
to the appropriate person as follows: 
 

Employee Reviewer 
Ailsa González Dr. Perry 
Steve Field Jeanne Owens, Music Comm. 
Jim Council Jeanne Owens, Music Comm. 
Faith Dietrick Dr. Perry 
Myrtle Sanders Darrell McHaney 
Tammy Connell Linda Reinger for Nursery 
Tammy Connell Alan Anderson for Cleaning 
Jennifer Brooks Linda Reinger 
Kristen Connell Linda Reinger 
John Lanier Alan Anderson 
Robert Register Alan Anderson 

 
 

More who, what, where, when? 

 Bring canned beans (pinto, 
 navy, black, pork 'n beans, etc.) 

in December for the Food Pantry. 

Put them in the Little Red Wagon. 

Who, what, where, when? 

Chancel Choir Christmas Social 
4 - 6 pm Sunday, December 13, 
at the home of Jill & Wayne Howell 
Please bring a snack to share, but beverages 
will be provided. Also, bring a Christmas orna-
ment for an ornament exchange (under $5). 
You are welcome to bring a guest if you wish. 
The more the merrier! 
 

Directions: From S. College Rd & Oleander, 
take S. College South. After you cross over 
Holly Tree Extension, take the second left 
onto Greenhowe. At the first stop sign, turn 
left onto Kirby Smith Drive. We're the 5th 
house on the right - 3115 Kirby Smith Drive 
(two story colonial with black shutters). 
Questions? Call Jill Howell at 795-9467. 
 

 
Woodlot × Woodlot × Woodlot 
Bring in the New Year volunteering at 
the Woodlot on January 2, 2010.  

Each winter, FCC sends adult and youth vol-
unteers to chop and deliver firewood to our 
neighbors in need.  Volunteers need not be 
skilled.  Simply come with work gloves and 
appropriately dressed for the weather.  Peo-
ple with pick-up trucks (to make deliveries) 
are needed.  We will meet for breakfast at 
Whitey’s (at the corner of Market and Kerr) at 
7 am, and volunteer 8-11 am.  Please sign up 
on the outreach bulletin board (outside Room 
12), or contact Rev. González for more infor-
mation.  Let's help make everyone's home 
warm this winter! 

DWM Christmas Card Tree 
The annual Christmas card tree spon-
sored by Disciples Women's Ministries 

is set up in the hallway outside the sanctuary. 
As always, we ask that you bring your signed 
Christmas card and place it on the tree, and a 
donation of the monies you would have spent 
on cards and postage to our members. This 
year the collected monies will go to Camp 
Caroline to help with their kitchen renova-
tions. If you have any questions, please call 

Sherry Hickman or Jill Archibald . 

 
 
 



A Big Thank You to everyone who took 

their time to participate in Operation Christ-
mas Child by filling Christmas boxes. I'm sure 
you are going to put smiles on many chil-
dren's faces all over the world. In most cases 
this will be the only thing they receive at 
Christmas. Again, thank you so much and 
God bless you all. 
  In Christ's Love, 
  Patsy Emmart 
 
 

Thank You!!!!! 
The FCC angels have been hard at work 
again! The Worship Team would like to thank 
all those who showed up Saturday, November 
28, to help decorate the church for Advent. 
We had some new people helping this year, 
and they had no idea how much work goes 
into this task. To those who continue to help 
with this year after year, we appreciate you!! 
We cannot do this without the help of "men 
with tall ladders," so a special thanks to all of 
you. I have heard nothing but favorable com-
ments from the congregation. It is truly an 
overwhelming task, but with a band of volun-
teers all working together, it somehow gets 
done year after year. 
   Your Worship Team 
 
 

Thank You for Your Thoughtfulness 
Thank you so much for the Thanksgiving bas-
ket you were so kind to give our family. The 
children were so excited when Mrs. Robbins 
[Guardian ad Litem volunteer] delivered it to 
our home. Your kindness will never be forgot-
ten. You were the Angels from God to fill our 
needs. 
 Thank you, 
 Wayne & Carlene Padgett 
 Children:  Camie & Judy Bland 

The Season of Love and Generosity 
On Saturday, December 5, the CMF spon-
sored a pancake breakfast for Camp Caro-
line. I am happy to report that the CMF col-
lected over $1600 in donations to help sup-
port the kitchen renovation and cabin projects 
at Camp Caroline. I am thankful for all of the 
men that helped set-up, cook, serve and 
clean-up for the breakfast. I am very grateful 
for the people that braved the duck-friendly 
weather of Saturday morning to come out and 
partake of pancakes, sausage, bacon, and 
grits. I am blown away at the generosity of 
those same people. These people gave gen-
erously out of love for Camp Caroline be-
cause they truly love Camp Caroline and real-
ize that there is a lot of spiritual growth and 
life changing activities that affect not only 
youth but adults as well that takes place 
there. I am also happy to report that the goal 
for Camp Caroline has been exceeded but we 
still need to keep Camp Caroline in our 
hearts. Monies are still needed for the operat-
ing budget at Camp Caroline so there is still a 
need for giving to Camp Caroline. Remember 
that Camp Caroline is owned and operated by 
the North Carolina Disciples of Christ.  
 
 Jerry Roberts 
 CMF President  
 
"For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also." Luke 12:34 
 
 
 
 

Turning Point Music Needs Update 

September 2009 marked the one year anni-
versary of our Turning Point worship service.  
The idea of a new worship service created to 
reach the spiritually curious public today had 
been envisioned for many years at FCC.  Af-
ter research, and a two and ½ year discus-
sion and planning process, the service was 
launched and has been well received by the 
congregation. 
 
We knew at the beginning that there would be 
significant needs, and many people have 
been supportive financially and with their 
time. A lot goes on behind the scenes.  There 
are technology needs, thematic and worship 
planning needs, and a great deal of music 
needs. 
 
For most of the first year Dr. Perry served as 
music director for the service.  A few  months 
ago at Dr. Perry’s request, the Worship Team 
formed a Music Needs Committee to explore 
more permanent leadership in this role.  Ini-
tially some band members took over some of 
the music needs, with the knowledge that 
someone with music ability, training, and ex-
perience was still needed. 
 
In the last few weeks the Turning Point Music 
Needs Committee sensed an opportunity to 
take the next step. This opportunity is a young 
man named Travis Price. Travis has a music 
degree from UNCW and has been a substi-
tute musician for us several times. Travis has 
experience in worship leadership; he plays 
guitar, bass, drums and he sings. Our com-
mittee has talked with Travis and he is inter-
ested.  He and his wife have a new baby and 
his long term goal is to be a full time worship 
leader.   
 
After talking with the Stewardship Team, it 
was announced this past Sunday at the Turn-

ing Point service that we would receive contri-
butions toward hiring Travis for $500 per 
month for a trial period of 6 months.  All con-
tributions would be above and beyond our 
regular giving. Travis’ temporary position 
would begin the first of the year, and would 
not be final until it received Board approval on 
January 17.  Donations can be given to me 
and marked for Turning Point music leader.  I 
will give them to our Financial Secretary, Myr-
tle Sanders for payment to Travis. 
 
This would be a contract position that will be 
evaluated as we go with the hopes that we 
might include some or all of the funds needed 
to coninue in next year’s budget. We currently 
have over $700 in the budget for musician 
needs and a $600 donation was given before 
we even asked. Sunday morning during the 
Turning Point service we received several 
gifts and our total is about $3200, which 
means we have enough to start! 
 
Anyone who would like to contribute "over 
and above" to this need so that we can go be-
yond 6 months, please contact me. Praise 
God for the generosity of our congregation 
and this opportunity for our worship ministry 
to grow. 
 
   Tim Whitehead             


