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Next week, February 17, a new Christian sea-
son begins. For the past few weeks we have
been in the Christian season of Epiphany.
The Christian observance of Epiphany goes
back at least to the 4™ century. Epiphany
means manifestation and is a time when we
celebrate that God has been made known in
Jesus Christ whose birth has just been cele-
brated.

Next week, we begin an ancient Christian
practice of a pre-Easter spiritual journey. As
early as 225 A.D., pre-Easter spiritual disci-
plines were practiced. This season we call
Lent was first documented in the early fourth
century at the Council of Nicea. References to
Ash Wednesday observance have been found
as early as the seventh century. The word

“Lent” means to lengthen and alludes to the
[continued inside]
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Sunday, February 14
8:45 am Turning Point

9:45 am Sunday School

9:50 am Sp. Disciplines Class
11:00 am Traditional Worship
Week of Compassion Ends
4-5:30 pm K'Motion

Monday, February 15
12 pm Al Anon
Youth Return from Ski Retreat

Tuesday, February 16
7 pm Vocal Arts Ensemble

Wednesday, February 17
10 am CACS Team

6 pm Pancakes and Ashes
7:30 pm Chancel Choir

Thursday, February 18
1:30 pm Silver Bees
6 pm Worship Band

Saturday, February 20
1-4 pm MDA Support Group

Sunday February 21

8:45 am Turning Point

9:45 am Sunday School

9:50 am Sp. Disciplines Class
11:00 am Traditional Worship
5-7 pm Youth

Recent Attendance
8:45 11:00
217 0 97

Week of Compassion Offering
Sunday, February 14

Ash Wednesday

Pancakes & Ashes
6 pm, February 17

Join us in the Fellowship Hall
for a pancake supper and
Ash Wednesday worship service.

Supper is compliments of our Christian Men's Fellowship.

Offering envelopes will be in your bulletin again on Sunday.
This is a special offering "over and above" our regular giving.

It is a great joy to be a part of this very tangible way of
responding to the world's most critical human needs.

Last year we gave $2,392.44.
Our goal for this year is $2,500.




Notices and Reminders

A Word from Lance, ¢ 0 't |0

Worship focus for Sunday is Lord's Prayer
Series: Forgiveness, Temptation and Power;
Matthew 6:5-15, Psalm 51:1-12.

@ K'Motion
MOTION! February 14, 4-5:30 pm
1 A fellowship group for children in kinder-
garten through 5th grade
1 Will meet from 4:00 - 5:30 pm on the sec-
ond Sunday of each month
1 Children will enjoy games, good food, and
talking about God.
See you there! For more information, contact
Jamie Wrede.

CACS Team Meeting
Wednesday, February 10, 10 am in Room 6

Dr. Perry will be out of the office Feb. 15-21.

Lenten Devotionals will be available in
the welcome are on Sunday.

’ i Read the News & Views
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1. Online

If you would like to receive an e-mail reminder
each week with a link to that week's News &
Views, please e-mail the church office at
fccwilm@bellsouth.net

spring season with its longer daylight. Lentis
a time of spiritual renewal for 40 days leading
up to Easter in which Christians prepare
themselves to welcome the risen Christ with
lives renewed by the Sprit of God.

Here at First Christian, we will be observing
Lent in several ways. First, beginning this
Sunday we will provide Lenten devotional
books for your family’s use. You can use
these at dinner together, before bedtime, or
anytime as a Lenten devotional practice.
Second we will offer a time of fellowship and
worship at our Pancakes and Ashes service
on February 17. On this night, we share a
meal, partake of communion and experience
the imposition of ashes, reminding us of our
humanity and need for God’s grace and for-
giveness.

Then in March, we will offer a Wednesday
evening program called Supper and Spirit.
For four Wednesdays we will have fellowship
and classes offering us a time of spiritual
growth. On March 26-27, we will hold our an-
nual Prayer Vigil — a 24 hour commitment to
non-stop prayer for our church and our world.
Palm Sunday, Holy Week worship on Maundy
Thursday and special worship on Easter are
the culmination of the season of Lent as we
celebrate resurrection.

| hope you will prayerfully consider your part
in our Lenten journey here at FCC. | look for-
ward to this meaning time together with you.
See you Sunday.

Prayer Concerns

Serving February 14

Long Term Health Care Concerns

Wilma Briggs, Helen Dunn, Bobbie Hentz,
Willie Loughlin, Foye Marshburn, Betty Nash,
Betty Snook, Jeanette Wolfe

Our Sympathy to:

- Brian Ensign and his family upon the death last
week of his grandmother, Montene Thompson

- The family of Beulah Poisson who died on 2/2

- Phyllis Snyder and her family upon the death last
week of here sister, Kathryn Lautzenheiser

In the Hospital:
- Alicia Luse, NHRMC, surgical procedure on Feb-
ruary 9, to locate and eliminate intestinal blockage

Church Family

- Zola Boston, recovering at home from a broken leg

- Roger Bullock, deployed to Afghanistan for 6
months with Corp of Engineers

- Mable Cooke recovering at home from surgery
to replace a knuckle joint on left hand

- Dave Dutcher, seeking employment

- Jim Lee, facing tests at Mayo Clinic

- Kim Sibbach, stage IV cancer

- Russ Smith, recovering at home from knee re-
placement surgery

Friends and Family

- Brian Britt, Pam Britt's son, dealing with MS

- Jimmy Childers, Tena Perry's father, possible ra-
diation treatment for benign brain tumor

- Willie Gonzalez and sister Estafani, friends of
Gonzalez' in El Salvador, health issues

- Della Lanier, Joy Roberts' friend, cancer

- Nan Lanier, friend of Beth Palanza, liver cancer

- Debbie Lewis, complications with breast cancer

- Cheryl Manus, friend of Tena Perry, will begin
new round of treatment for cancer

- Grace Moore, Richard Hodges' mother, recuper-
ating at Cypress Pointe

- Tracy Perry, Dr. Perry's sister-in-law, bronchial
pneumonia

- Terry Rogers & family, friends of Nancy Cherry-
Simcox, surgery for stage IV cancer

- Callie Watkins, Mable Cooke's sister, complica-
tions with scleroderma

- Community of Puente Azul, El Salvador

- People of Haiti

11:00 Communion Table Prayers:
Kenny Morris Jr., Mike Brown

Home-Bound Communion: Harvey Jarman,
Margaret Jarman, Nancy Manning

Deacons: Steve & Pat Brooks, Jane & Scott
Coleman, Andy & Mandy Koester, Beth May,
Kenny Morris lll, Carlotta Smith

Communion Prep: Andy Koester, Mandy
Koester, Beth May

Children Worship & Wonder
Feb 14 Bridgette Johnson & Jeff Wierse
Feb 21 Jamie Wrede and Kelly Ensign

Turning Point Kids
Feb 14 Joy Roberts & Stacey Adam
Feb 21 Steve & Pat Brooks

Chil drends Creative
Feb 14 Faye Hodges & Margaret Respess
Feb 21 Jane Coleman & Julie Furr

Minister On-Call Schedule
Feb 12-13 Dr. Perry 200-9507
Feb 19-20 Rev. Gonzalez 395-5594

Greeters
8:45 February: Vicki & Darryl Nester
11:00 Feb 14 Vivian Vaughan

Feb 21 Patsy Emmart

Lay Reader
Feb 14 Kathy Jordan
Feb 21 Marcia Kennedy

Sunday Door Lock-up
Feb 14 John & Ann Respess
Feb 21 Sandy High

Budget Update

Budget through 2/7/10 $243,825.28
Income 246,707.23
Income Over Budget $2,881.95
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Global Ministries: Update From Haiti

The National Spiritual Council of Churches of
Haiti (CONASPEH) is the Disciple’s partner in
Haiti. It is made up of 6,700 churches, and is
an umbrella organization for Protestant
churches and associations throughout the
country. Rev. Felix Ortiz, Area Executive for
Latin America and the Caribbean, visited our
Haiti partner last week. Following are ex-
cerpts from the latest global Ministries update:

Approximately 2,500 CONASPEH member
churches were in the earthquake zone and af-
fected by the earthquake, including 128
churches in Cité Soleil alone, which is one the
poorest and hardest hit areas. CONASPEH
is responding to the disaster utilizing their
seven established Regional Centers in the
area affected by the earthquake... For their
Emergency Response to the earthquake,
CONASPEH relies on 30 Regional Coordina-
tors who carried out the work of CONASPEH
in the respective areas previous to the earth-
quake, each one responsible for a specific
geographic area or program.

CONASPEH has received two containers of
emergency items and supplies that the Disci-
ple and Adventist churches in Puerto Rico
shipped to them by boat and has also re-
ceived an initial distribution of Church World
Service kits. They anticipate additional items
being donated by Church World Service and
other agencies, while some items for emer-
gency distribution will be purchased locally.
CONASPEH has requested the presence of a
few specific Global Ministries volunteers who
will provide training in trauma counseling.
Global Ministries will continue to be a critical
presence with CONASPEH leadership and
provide pastoral care as well. The entire up-
date can be read at http://globalministries.org/
lac/projects/conaspeh-recovery.html.

Mission Live Haiti Update

Tune into the Haiti update webinar with Kim
and Patrick Bentrott, Global Ministries mis-
sionaries to Haiti, on Wednesday, February
10, 2010 at 5pm EST. To access the log-in
information, go to http://globalministries.org/
news/webinars/february-10-mission-live.html

Who, what,

where, when?

&< A big thank you from Eddie
East and the CACS Team for

all who so generously donated food to the
"Little Red Wagon" in December and Janu-
ary. We had a record amount of donations
and Eddie was able to drive the wagon to
DSS with a full load. In February, please re-
member to bring canned meats - chicken,
ham, Vienna sausages, Spam, etc. The
"Little Red Wagon" has moved to a new loca-
tion - you can find it parked in front of the
CACS room. Thanks in advance for your con-
tinued generosity in helping those who de-
pend on the emergency food bags that FCC
provides each month.

“After St. Patrick drove all the snakes out
of Ireland, what did he use to scare girls?”

Support the FCC Mission
Fund 0 Eat at CiCi's on the

3" Wednesday of the Month

Put your receipt in the box at the register and
Cici's will donate 15% of the net sales to FCC.

~ A Valentine's Day Invitation ~

Free Valentine's Day Concert on the theme of
"Love", both sacred and secular. You are in-
vited to hear 200 years of love songs - from
Mozart to Cole Porter! Held in St. Andrews
Presbyterian Church's Sanctuary, it features
vocalists Katherine Eves, Jessica Flynn, Kar-
rie Rushing, and Mary Kathryn Walston. They
will be accompanied by Tom Flynn, piano, and
Ken Eves, guitar. There will also be a hand bell
duet played by Nancy and Allan Phillips.

Door Prize: Some lucky person in attendance
will walk out of the concert with a special Val-
entine's Dinner for two at The Mint Restaurant
(themintrestaurant.com) in downtown Raleigh.

Childcare is offered during the concert

for children ages 3 and under. You may regis-
ter your child by emailing Karrie Rushing
(krushing@sapc.com) and be sure to include
your child's name and age.

Time: 4 pm, Sunday, February 14, 2010
Location: 7506 Falls of Neuse Road, Raleigh
Contacts: Church - 919-847-1913

Karrie - 919-329-0075

[Karrie Rushing, Mike and Bonnie Brown's daugh-
ter, is the Music and Chancel Choir Director at St.
Andrews Presbyterian Church.]
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Supper & Spirit: Come for Fellowship and Spiritual Renewal

Supper & Spirit: Come for Fellowship and Spiritual Renewal

Beauty for Ashes

Have a piece of furniture or a picture frame in
need of a new look? Are you wishing for an
outlet for creativity? Explore the art of finish-
ing furniture in this class led by Rebecca Hall.
As your piece is transformed you will not only
learn techniques for finishing furniture, but
also see how these techniques relate to your
life of faith. The class is for adults and can
accommodate up to 10 participants. Please
consider these guidelines:

Dress — Should come dressed with clothes
and shoes that you don’t mind getting paint
on. If hair is long, wear it back or in ponytail.

Piece — Must be small enough for you to
carry it in (table, chair, picture frame, lamp
base, stool, etc.)

Gloves — bring latex gloves with name on
them OR box of disposable latex gloves

Knowledge — Need no previous knowledge
of painting; may never have painted before
or can be experienced. Rebecca says,
"You cannot make a mi
or have probably not made myself!"

Cost — Rebecca will make as much of her
materials available as possible, but you will
probably need $15 to cover the materials.

Easter from the Back Side

Whether you are searching for clarity on the
meaning of Easter or for a renewed under-
standing, this class will provide fresh perspec-
tives on the Easter story. The class is based
on J. Ellsworth Kalas’ book, Easter from the
Back Side. You will have the opportunity to
engage in stories and scriptures throughout
the Old and New Testaments that connect
with the story of Christ’s resurrection and with
your life. The class is open to youth and
adults, and will be led by Rev. Gonzélez.

Spiritual Direction Group

The spiritual direction group will be led by
Russ and Carlotta Smith. This group will fo-
cus on the individual’s relationship/prayer life
with God through reflective reading, prayer,
and journaling. It will be based on The Path
of Peace by Henri Nouwen. The class will
also be offered on Tuesday mornings, March
2,9, 16, & 23 at 10:00 am.

How the Bible Came to Be

Do you wish you knew more about how the
Bible came to be? Would you like more back-
ground in the Bible? Have you loved the Bi-
ble for many years but are ready for a re-
fresher course? Then this class is for you.

Dr. Perry will be leading this four week class
on the origins of the Bible and how it came
down to us.
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