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FCC Wilmington 

When I read our church’s Lenten devotional 
this morning, I was struck by Henri Nouwen’s 
notion of first and second love.  I’ve read sev-
eral of his writings but did not recall this.  His 
writings are always quite insightful for me.  In 
case you didn’t read it, he suggests that all our 
relationships are connected with the relation-
ship between ―first love‖ and second love.‖  
―First love‖ is from God who loved us before 
we were born.  It’s unconditional, self sacrifi-
cial, and loves without expecting love in return.  
The ―second love‖ is from our parents, friends, 
and significant others and is only a reflection 
of ―first love.‖  We often are disappointed when 
we expect ―first love‖ from those who can only 
offer ―second love.‖ 
 
How many times have we been disappointed 
because we have confused these two? 

[continued inside] 
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Return Service Requested 
February 24, 2010 First Christian Church  (Disciples of Christ) Wilmington,  NC 

Italics indicate non-FCC group 

 
Sunday, February 28 
8:45 am Turning Point 
9:45 am Sunday School 
9:50 am Sp. Disciplines Class 
11:00 am Traditional Worship 
Youth Return from Retreat 
Interfaith Guests Arrive 
 

Monday, March 1 
12 pm Al Anon 
 

Tuesday, March 2 
10 am Spiritual Direction Grp. 
6 pm Circle Martha 
7 pm Design Team 

7 pm Vocal Arts Ensemble 
 

Wednesday, March 3 
10:30 am Circle Martha 
5:30 pm Supper 
6:00 pm Classes 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir 
 

Thursday, March 4 
6 pm Worship Band 
6:30 pm Charis Ministry Mtg. 
6:30 pm Christian Ed. Team 
 

Saturday, March 6 
7-9 pm Narcotics Anonymous 
 

Sunday, March 7 
8:45 am Turning Point 
9:45 am Sunday School 
9:50 am Sp. Disciplines Class 
11:00 am Traditional Worship 
12:15 pm Elders 
Interfaith Guests Depart 
5-7 pm Youth 

 
Recent Attendance 

 8:45 11:00 

 2/21 85 90 

 

News  Views 

Supper  & Spirit  
Come for food, fellowship and 

spiritual renewal.  
 

Wednesday, March 3, 10, 17 & 24  
 

Supper at 5:30 pm Î Classes at 6:00 pm  

 
Classes 

 
Beauty for Ashes 

Learn the art of faux finishing furniture. 
 

Easter From the Backside 
Gain fresh perspectives on the Easter story. 

 

Spiritual Direction Group 
Deepen your relationship/prayer life with God. 

 

How the Bible Came to Be 
Learn about the background of the Bible. 

 

Sign up for classes in the welcome area on Sunday, or 
contact the church office. 

 
 
 
 

 It's Coming March 21!  



Notices and Reminders 

I’ll be honest.  I often expect or at least hope 
for ―first love‖ kinds of behavior from family 
and friends.  I want to believe that they can 
give it and it will be what I need.  This way of 
living is especially promoted in our culture to-
day by the notion that the love of another 
should ―make us happy, complete us, or fulfill 
us.‖  Nouwen’s notion suggests that ―first 
love‖ can only come from God.  Some have 
even said we have a ―God shaped hole‖ 
within us. 
 
I’m not sure it’s possible every moment of 
every day, but how different life would be if we 
found that ―first love‖ in God rather than look 
for it in others.  I guess we would not be dis-
appointed by others as often.  I guess we 
would have a deep sense of being loved more 
days than not.  I guess we would have a good 
bit of extra love to pass around – the love that 
is a reflection of first love. 
 
My mind will be wrapped up all day in this 
idea of ―first love.‖  I guess that’s what Nou-
wen hoped when he wrote what he did.  It 
turned on a light bulb for me.  It drew my heart 
and mind to God.  I hope it does that for you 
too.  See you Sunday. 
 
 
 
 

2010 Regional Assembly 
Registrations Available 
Registrations for the 2010 Regional Assembly 
are now being received!  Be one of the 100 or 
more from our congregation we hope will reg-
ister for this outstanding opportunity of wor-
ship, fellowship, and learning.  The Assembly 
choir and music will be led by our own Steve 
Field and our Turning Point Band.  Registra-
tion forms are available on the table outside 
the sanctuary and in the church office.  

Worship focus for Sunday Reconciliation: 

Scripture as Our Guide; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20, 
Psalm 32. 
 

The Interfaith Guests will be at FCC 

February 28 - March 7.  Sign up to help on the 
Interfaith board in the welcome area. 

 
The Charis Teams will meet on Thursday, 

March 4, 6:30 pm, in Room 12. This meeting 
will have a special guest, our own Brad Dean, 
sharing with the group his faith story.  Also, 
since we have not had a "concern meeting" in 
a while, this will be included in the meeting.  
Give Margaret Jarman a call if you cannot 
make the 1 hour meeting. 

 
Elders Meeting Scheduled 
The Elders will meet at 12:15 pm in Room 13 
on Sunday, March 7, to review staff evaluations. 

 
Tuesday Morning Spiritual Direction 
Group:  March 2, 9, 16 & 23 
The group will meet at 10 am in the Parlor, and 
will be led by Russ and Carlotta Smith. This 
group will focus on the individual’s relationship/
prayer life with God through reflective reading, 
prayer, and journaling.  Each person is asked 
to commit to at least 15-30 minutes in prayer 
experience. The Path of Peace by Henri Nou-
wen will be used for reflective/prayerful read-
ing. A Spiritual Direction group will also be of-
fered on Wednesday evening during Supper & 
Spirit. Groups are not interchangeable; partici-
pants are asked to commit to one group. Mini-
mum of 5 participants per group. 

 
Buffalo Wild Wing Night 

   Eat at the Monkey Junction branch 
from 6-9 pm on Monday, March 1, and 10% 
will be donated to the FCC Mission Fund. 

A Word from Lance,  contõd 

Church  Family  
· Roger Bullock, deployed to Afghanistan for 

6 months with Corp of Engineers 
· Ellie Duckett, starting a new cancer treatment 
· Dave Dutcher, seeking employment 
· Jim Lee, facing tests at Mayo Clinic 
· Alicia Luse, recovering at home from surgery 
· Margaret Respess, recovering at home from 

hospitalization 
· Kim Sibbach, stage IV cancer 
· Russ Smith, recovering at home from knee 

replacement surgery 
 

Friends and  Family  
· Brian Britt, Pam Britt’s son, dealing with MS 
· Jimmy Childers, Tena Perry's father, possible 

radiation treatment for benign brain tumor 
· Marie Everett, Tricia Heath's mother, hairline 

fracture in scapula due to cancer 
· Willie González and sister Estafani, friends 

of González' in El Salvador, health issues 
· Della Lanier, Joy Roberts' friend, cancer 
· Nan Lanier, friend of Beth Palanza, liver cancer 
· Joyce Leonard, Phyllis Powell's aunt, in ICU at 

UNC Chapel Hill with blood infection 
· Debbie Lewis, complications with breast cancer 
· Cheryl Manus, friend of Tena Perry, will be-

gin new round of treatment for cancer 
· Grace Moore, Richard Hodges' mother, re-

cuperating at Cypress Pointe 
· Terry Rogers & family, friends of Nancy 

Cherry-Simcox, surgery for stage IV cancer 
· Callie Watkins, Mable Cooke's sister, com-

plications with scleroderma 
· Community of Puente Azul, El Salvador 
· People of Haiti 

Serving February 28 

11:00 Communion Table Prayers: 
Nancy Manning, Ranny Gardner 

Home-Bound Communion:  Patsy Emmart, 
Sue Morris, Mike Capps  

Deacons:  Steve & Pat Brooks, Jane & Scott 
Coleman, Andy & Mandy Koester, Beth May, 
Kenny Morris III, Carlotta Smith 

Communion Prep:  Andy Koester, Mandy 
Koester, Beth May 

Children Worship & Wonder  
Feb 28 Tena Perry & Tricia Heath 
Mar 7  Bridgette Johnson & Millie Griffin 

Turning Point Kids 
Feb 28 Jeff & Diana Wierse 
Mar 7 Kelly Ensign & Lindsey Tarrant 

Childrenôs Creative Hour  
Feb 28 Andy & Mandy Koester 
Mar 7 Ellen & Caroline Shepard 

Minister On-Call Schedule 
Feb 26-27 Dr. Perry 200-9507 
Mar 7  Rev. González 395-5594 

Greeters 
8:45 February:  Vicki & Darryl Nester 

11:00 Feb 28 Trudē Rennick 
 Mar 7 Nancy Manning  

Lay Reader 
Feb 28 Ned Lavengood 
Mar 7 Duane Luse 

Sunday Door Lock-up 
Feb 28 John & Jeannie May 
Mar 7 Ellen Shepherd  

Budget Update 
Budget through 2/21/10 $259,527.36 
 Income 256,218.28 

Income Short of Budget $3,309.08 

Prayer Concerns 

Long Term Health Care Concerns  
Wilma Briggs, Helen Dunn, Bobbie Hentz, 
Willie Loughlin, Foye Marshburn, Betty Nash, 
Betty Snook, Jeanette Wolfe 



 

I would like to thank everyone that took 

part in putting together the college Valentine 
boxes, especially mine! I enjoyed all the home 
made treats and am still enjoying the candy 
very much!! Thank you all again! 
 — Matthew Archibald 
 

Hey all, 
I just wanted to say thank you for the big box 
of Valentine's Day candy that I got here at my 
dorm at UNC.  I always forget about FCC 
sending these out, but I will let you know that 
this one box of sweets has made my week so 
much better!  Thank you all so much to the 
people who put this together, and we college 
kids love it! 
 In Christ, 
 Grant Morine 
 

Dear FCC Family, 
Thanks so much for the Valentine's Day box!  
I look forward to it every year. My roommates 
also enjoy it very much. They can't believe 
what an awesome church family I have. 
Thanks again and hope all is well back home. 
 Love, 
 Maggi Coleman 
 

Dear FCC, 
I would like to thank you for going out of your 
way to give me that Valentine's Day gift that 
you gave to me even though I am kind of on a 
diet.  I thank you for so much more, and I'm 
sorry for the bad times, but you know that 
there is no such thing as a perfect person. 
 Love, 
 Camdyn Roberts 
 

Dear K'Motion, 
Thank you for the lovely Valentine's card! 
Thank you for the really nice group picture!! 
What beautiful names! See you Sunday. 
 With love, 
 Rose Saurenman 

Dear Christian Friends, 
For several months my wife Patricia and I 
have been receiving your devoted attention 
and have benefitted from your weekly demon-
stration of your concern for our ongoing wel-
fare. She and I wish to send our heartfelt 
thanks and affection to each member of the 
congregation who has brought delicious 
meals that we have enjoyed so much. 
 With sincere thanks, 
 Robert Morrison 

 
Week of Compassion Update 
First Christian Church’s generosity has shown 
brightly again this year.  To date our members 
and friends have given Week of Compassion 
$2,105 designated for Haiti relief and $2,396 
undesignated. Our members also purchased 
supplies for 111 health kits for Haiti that were 
shipped two weeks ago. Our giving makes life 
a bit easier for those recovering from crises 
across the globe. For the latest response to 
Haiti, visit www.weekofcompassion.org. 

NEW 

fccilm.org 

CROP Walk Representative Needed 
Every year First Christian has one of the 
strongest showings of support of the CROP 
Walk among Wilmington churches.  Often we 
lead in money raised and/or number of walk-
ers who participate.  Planning for the CROP 
Walk, however, starts long before our walkers 
begin raising support.  First Christian has 
been invited to send a representative to be a 
part of the planning team that organizes and 
promotes the Wilmington CROP Walk.  If you 
have a passion for the ministry of CROP Walk 
and would like to see it grow in our commu-
nity, please consider serving on this planning 
team.  The next meeting will be at Winterpark 
Presbyterian Church on March 17, 2010, at 
7pm, and the team meets once a month.  For 
more information, contact Rev. González.  

 
United Christian Campus Ministry 
(UCCM) Opportunity 
UCCM is an ecumenical ministry serving the 
campuses of UNC Wilmington and Cape Fear 
Community College through its student group, 
FOCUS. Since its inception over thirty years 
ago, First Christian has been a partner church 
of UCCM through financial support and church 
members who serve on its board. UCCM is 
now organizing a strategic planning commit-
tee to envision the future of this campus min-
istry and has a place for a member of our 
church on the committee. If you are interested 
in serving in this way and would like more in-
formation, please contact Rev. González 

 
For Sunday School Classes inter-

ested in sprucing up their rooms, Linda Re-
inger has come up with some great sugges-
tions for paint and carpet. There will be visual 
information on display in the welcome area. If 
you have any questions, please contact Car-
lotta Smith, Deacon Chair, at 616-5846. 

 Summer Camp Forms Available 
Registration forms for summer camp at Camp 
Caroline and Christmount are available on the 
youth board (outside room 13) and the chil-
dren’s board (outside room 5).  Please note 
that the church pays ½ the camp fee for 
members and children of members.  Please 
make checks to First Christian Church and 
turn in registration forms and fees to Rev. 
González’ box by May 12, 2010. 

 
WIHN Need for Donated Items 
We recently received a note from Liz Sutcliffe, 
the Wilmington Interfaith Hospitality Network 
Case Manager, with an update on some of 
the families who have been our guests during 
the past several months.  Her note also identi-
fied a need for household items as families 
transition out of the church program into per-
manent housing. 
 

If you have items to donate, please feel free to 
call Liz to arrange a convenient time to deliver 
the items to the WIHN Day Center located at 
411 N 4th St. (762-0330).  Someone has do-
nated a pickup truck to WIHN so they are able 
to pick up furniture items as well. 
 

If you need assistance getting items to WIHN, 
please feel free to contact Ellie Duckett (792-
9624) who can arrange to pick up your items 
and deliver them to the WIHN Day Center.  
 
Most needed items: 

¶ Beds, beds, beds, beds! 

¶ Kitchen items (measuring cups/spoons, cooking 

utensils, pots and pans, mixing bowls, toasters, 
microwaves, dishes, glasses, baking items, cut-
ting boards, kitchen size trash cans, etc.) 

¶ Lamps with shades. 

¶ Kitchen, coffee and end tables, chairs 

¶ Shower curtains & rings, bath mats, towels. 
 
Your help is greatly appreciated. 

Who, what, where, when? 



Beauty for Ashes 

Have a piece of furniture or a picture frame in 
need of a new look?  Are you wishing for an 
outlet for creativity?  Explore the art of  faux 
finishing furniture in this class led by Rebecca 
Hall.  As your piece is transformed you will 
not only learn techniques for finishing furni-
ture, but also see how these techniques relate 
to your life of faith.  The class is for adults and 
can accommodate up to 10 participants.  
Please consider these guidelines: 

Dress – Should come dressed with clothes 
and shoes that you don’t mind getting paint 
on. If hair is long, wear it back or in ponytail. 

Piece – Must be small enough for you to 
carry it in (table, chair, picture frame, lamp 
base, stool, etc.)   

Gloves – bring latex gloves with name on 
them OR box of disposable latex gloves 

Knowledge – Need no previous knowledge 
of painting; may never have painted before 
or can be experienced.  Rebecca says, 
"You cannot make a mistake that  I canôt  fix 
or have probably not made myself!" 

Cost – Rebecca will make as much of her 
materials available as possible, but you will 
probably need $15 to cover the materials. 

 

Class will meet in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
 
How the Bible Came to Be 
Do you wish you knew more about how the 
Bible came to be?  Would you like more back-
ground in the Bible?  Have you loved the Bi-
ble for many years but are ready for a re-
fresher course?  Then this class is for you.  
Dr. Perry will be leading this four week class 
on the origins of the Bible and how it came 
down to us.   
 

Class will meet in Room 12. 

Easter from the Back Side 

Whether you are searching for clarity on the 
meaning of Easter or for a renewed under-
standing, this class will provide fresh perspec-
tives on the Easter story.  The class is based 
on J. Ellsworth Kalas’ book, Easter from the 
Back Side.  You will have the opportunity to 
engage in stories and scriptures throughout 
the Old and New Testaments that connect 
with the story of Christ’s resurrection and with 
your life.  The class is open to youth and 
adults, and will be led by Rev. González. 
 

Class will meet in Room 16. 
 
 
 

Spiritual Direction Group 
The spiritual direction group will be led by 
Russ and Carlotta Smith. This group will fo-
cus on the individual’s relationship/prayer life 
with God through reflective reading, prayer, 
and journaling.  Each person is asked to com-
mit to at least 15-30 minutes in prayer experi-
ence.  The Path of Peace by Henri Nouwen 
will be used for reflective/prayerful reading. 
The class will also be offered on Tuesday 
mornings, March 2, 9, 16, & 23 at 10:00 am.  
Groups are not interchangeable; participants 
are asked to commit to one group. Minimum 
of five participants per group. 
 

Group will meet in the Parlor. 
 
 
 

Supper & Spirit:  Come for Fellowship and Spiritual Renewal 

  Beauty for Ashes 

Have a piece of furniture or a picture frame in 
need of a new look?  Are you wishing for an 
outlet for creativity?  Explore the art of  faux 
finishing furniture in this class led by Rebecca 
Hall.  As your piece is transformed you will 
not only learn techniques for finishing furni-
ture, but also see how these techniques relate 
to your life of faith.  The class is for adults and 
can accommodate up to 10 participants.  
Please consider these guidelines: 

Dress – Should come dressed with clothes 
and shoes that you don’t mind getting paint 
on. If hair is long, wear it back or in ponytail. 

Piece – Must be small enough for you to 
carry it in (table, chair, picture frame, lamp 
base, stool, etc.)   

Gloves – bring latex gloves with name on 
them OR box of disposable latex gloves 

Knowledge – Need no previous knowledge 
of painting; may never have painted before 
or can be experienced.  Rebecca says, 
"You cannot make a mistake that  I canôt  fix 
or have probably not made myself!" 

Cost – Rebecca will make as much of her 
materials available as possible, but you will 
probably need $15 to cover the materials. 

 

Class will meet in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
 
How the Bible Came to Be 
Do you wish you knew more about how the 
Bible came to be?  Would you like more back-
ground in the Bible?  Have you loved the Bi-
ble for many years but are ready for a re-
fresher course?  Then this class is for you.  
Dr. Perry will be leading this four week class 
on the origins of the Bible and how it came 
down to us.   
 

Class will meet in Room 12. 

Easter from the Back Side 

Whether you are searching for clarity on the 
meaning of Easter or for a renewed under-
standing, this class will provide fresh perspec-
tives on the Easter story.  The class is based 
on J. Ellsworth Kalas’ book, Easter from the 
Back Side.  You will have the opportunity to 
engage in stories and scriptures throughout 
the Old and New Testaments that connect 
with the story of Christ’s resurrection and with 
your life.  The class is open to youth and 
adults, and will be led by Rev. González. 
 

Class will meet in Room 16. 
 
 
 

Spiritual Direction Group 
The spiritual direction group will be led by 
Russ and Carlotta Smith. This group will fo-
cus on the individual’s relationship/prayer life 
with God through reflective reading, prayer, 
and journaling.  Each person is asked to com-
mit to at least 15-30 minutes in prayer experi-
ence.  The Path of Peace by Henri Nouwen 
will be used for reflective/prayerful reading. 
The class will also be offered on Tuesday 
mornings, March 2, 9, 16, & 23 at 10:00 am.  
Groups are not interchangeable; participants 
are asked to commit to one group. Minimum 
of 5 participants per group. 
 

Group will meet in the Parlor. 
 
 

Supper & Spirit:  Come for Fellowship and Spiritual Renewal 


