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In this newsletter you will find a good deal of 
information about our Disciples of Christ disas-
ter relief  ministry. You will find information 
about how you can respond to the disaster in 
Haiti following the recent earthquake.  Please 
take note that there are many ways to respond. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I always marvel at 
how people across the globe respond to these 
kinds of crises with great compassion, commit-
ment and generosity.  It seems that most of 
the time the world is fighting and arguing 
about something.  We’re either fighting about 
global warming.  We’re fighting about who has 
harmed each other the most.  We’re fighting 
for power and wealth.  We have even been 
known to use our religious beliefs to rational-
ize our fights.  It gets tiresome. 
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Sunday, January 24 
8:45 am Turning Point 
9:45 am Sunday School 
9:45 am Discovering Sp. Disciplines 
11:00 am Traditional Worship 
5-7 pm Youth 
 

Monday, January 25 
12 pm Al Anon 

6:30 pm Nominating Committee 
7 pm Quilters-by-the-Sea 

 

Tuesday, January 26 
6 pm Cabinet Meeting  
7 pm Book Club 
7 pm Vocal Arts Ensemble 

 

Wednesday, January 27 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir 
 

Thursday, January 28 
5:30 pm Single Parents' Alliance 

6 pm CMF Meeting 
6 pm Worship Band 
 

Friday, January 29 
5:30 pm Diaconate Meeting 
 

Saturday, January 30 
8 am Indoor Workday 
 

Sunday January 31 
8:45 am Turning Point 
9:45 am Sunday School 
9:45 am Discovering Sp. Disciplines 
11:00 am Traditional Worship 
Endowment Sunday 
5-7 pm Youth 

 
Recent Attendance 

 8:45 11:00  

1/17 79 100 

 

News  Views 

Discovering 
Spiritual Disciplines Class 

Begins January 24 
 

This seven-week class explores the 
spiritual practices of prayer, scripture reading, 

worship and stewardship. It is for anyone 
who seeks to grow in their spiritual life. 

 
The class will be held in the parlor 
 on Sundays from 9:45 - 10:45 am. 

 
There is still time to sign up. 

Call the church office at 762-1389. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Church Work Day  
8 am, Saturday, January 30  
 

 

Projects planned for the work day include 
installing new ceiling tiles in the kitchen, 

painting the hallways and, weather permitting, 
working on the parking lot. 



Notices and Reminders 

But when tragedy strikes, especially on a 
large scale, all of a sudden we are aware of 
our own humanity, we put aside our differ-
ences, and we work together  to help the chil-
dren, and the adults, and the elderly who 
have been hurt, and who have lost everything 
and everyone.  For just a few moments the 
wars, and the land disputes, and  
the political divisions fade and we are one in 
our compassion as a human family. 
 
As Christians it’s our job to be open to that 
kind of compassion all the time.  It’s not easy.  
No one is perfect.  We have our own distrac-
tions and disputes in our lives.  Yet we also 
claim the gift of God’s spirit in our lives.  We 
also claim to be on a journey of faith following 
Jesus who leads the way in how to be com-
passionate.  There will come a day pretty 
soon when the crisis will no longer be in the 
media.  When we don’t see it, it fades from 
our minds.  But the needs in Haiti will continue 
for several years.  Maybe we can learn from 
these kinds of crises.  Maybe the outpouring 
of compassion will have a bit of a butterfly ef-
fect on people.  Maybe it will leave its mark on 
us so that we realize that there are people 
and places in the world where life is always in 
crisis.  And maybe we can be a little more com-
passionate all the time, not just when there is a 
big tragedy.   For now, let’s turn our attention, 
our support, and our prayers toward Haiti. 

Worship focus for Sunday is Lord's Prayer 

Series: Thy Will Be Done; Matthew 6:5 - 10, 
Psalm 33:1-12. 

 
A meeting for all Deacons will be held 

on Friday, January 22, from 5:30 - 8:00 pm at 
the home of Steve and Pat Brooks, 6116 Am-
bleside Drive in Wilmington. If you can bring 
"finger food" and/or drinks, please call Carlotta 
Smith at 616-5846. 

 
Deadline for 2010 Mission Trips 
Interested in a mission trip this year? Please 
note that the deadline to sign up and pay the 
deposit for all mission trips is February 1, 
2010.  Anyone wanting to participate in the Ap-
palachian Service Project (ASP), youth mission 
trip, or the El Salvador trip needs to sign-up 
and turn in their deposit no later than February 
1.  Deposit for ASP and the youth mission trip 
is $150.  Deposit for the El Salvador trip is 
$400, $100 of which is due on February 1.  
 
 

ASP (Appalachia Service Project) 
This year's week for ASP is July 18-24. A de-
posit of $150 is due to Chris Wrede by Febru-
ary 1st. For fundraiser planning, we need to 
have definite numbers by the Feb. 1 deadline. 
 
 

Children's Fellowship Group 
Children in kindergarten through 5 grade are 
invited to a new Christian Children's Fellow-
ship group that begins February 14. The CCF 
will meet from 4:00 - 5:30 pm on the sec-
ond Sunday of each month. The gathering 
will include games, activities, learning about 
God and dinner. We hope to see you there. 
For more information, contact Jamie Wrede. 
Invite your friends! 

A Word from Lance,  contõd 

Church  Family  
· Zola Boston, recovering at home from a 

broken leg 
· Dave Dutcher, seeking employment 
· Jim Lee, facing tests at Mayo Clinic 
· Alicia Luse, undergoing chemotherapy for 

ovarian cancer 
· Kim Sibbach, stage IV cancer 
· Russ Smith, facing knee replacement sur-

gery on January 26 

 
Friends and  Family  
· Brian Britt, Pam Britt’s son, dealing with MS 
· Debbie Burrus, friend of Georgia Meece, 

doing well after aortic aneurysm surgery  
· Willie González and sister Estafani, friends 

of González' in El Salvador, health issues 
· Della Lanier, Joy Roberts' friend, cancer 
· Nan Lanier, friend of Beth Palanza, liver cancer 
· Debbie Lewis, complications with breast cancer 
· Cheryl Manus, friend of Tena Perry, will be-

gin new round of treatment for cancer 
· Grace Moore, Richard Hodges' mother, re-

cuperating at Cypress Pointe 
· Tracy Perry, Dr. Perry's sister-in-law, bron-

chial pneumonia 
· Terry Rogers & family, friends of Nancy 

Cherry-Simcox, surgery for stage IV cancer 
· Montene Thompson, Brian Ensign's grand-

mother, NHRMC, complications with lung 
disease 
· Jennifer Turbeville, friend of Michelle Allen, 

responding well to cancer treatment 
· Callie Watkins, Mable Cooke's sister, com-

plications with scleroderma 
· Community of Puente Azul, El Salvador 

Serving January 24 

11:00 Communion Table Prayers: 
Duane Luse, Lucille Allen 

Home-Bound Communion:  Ranny Gardner, 
Bonnie Brown, Nancy Manning 

Deacons:  Bill & Ann Boston, Erin, Sean & 
Teresa Bullock, Myra Ferris, Pam Furr, Pam 
Morine 

Communion Prep:  Erin, Sean & Teresa 
Bullock; Phyllis Powell 

Children Worship & Wonder  
Jan 24 Jamie Wrede and Beth May 
Jan 31 Tena Perry & Chris Wrede 

Turning Point Kids 
Jan 24 Bill & Linda Reinger 
Jan 31 Andy & Nancy Black 

Childrenôs Creative Hour  
Jan 24 Jane Coleman & Julie Furr 
Jan 31 Andy & Mandy Koester 

Minister On-Call Schedule 
Jan 22-23 Rev. González 395-5594 
Jan 29-30 Dr. Perry 200-9507 

Greeters 
8:45 January:  Lauren Perry & Angela Pridgen 

11:00 Jan 24 Shirley West 
 Jan 31 Ann Boston 

Lay Reader 
Jan 24 Fern Huband 
Jan 31 Barry Jordan 

Sunday Door Lock-up 
Jan 24 Charlie & Marty Prickitt 
Jan 31 Andy & Nancy Black 

Budget Update 
Budget through 1/10/10 $220,966.66 
 Income 230,079.70 

Income Over Budget $9,113.04 

Prayer Concerns 

Long Term Health Care Concerns  
Wilma Briggs, Helen Dunn, Bobbie Hentz, 
Willie Loughlin, Foye Marshburn, Betty Nash, 
Betty Snook, Beulah Poisson, Jeanette Wolfe 



What Is Week Of Compassion? 
WOC is the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) fund for disaster and emergency relief, 
refugee assistance, and development aid.  
Through WOC, North American Disciples in 
congregations like ours reach out in the name 
of Christ to: 

¶ Provide emergency and long-term assis-

tance to people in the aftermath natural 
and human catastrophes. 

¶ Respond with help, hope and hospitality 

to people who have been uprooted and 
displaced from their homelands by war, 
environmental catastrophe, famine and 
natural disaster. 

¶ Support self-help programs of develop-

ment and rehabilitation that empower 
people and communities to stand against 
and rise above forces of injustice that 
deny and destroy human dignity. 

¶ Encourage and support volunteer groups 

in "hands-on" mission and service oppor-
tunities 

 
First Christianôs El Salvador team received 
a grant from WOC for its trip in November. 
 
WOC works through partnerships with other 
Disciples ministries (like Global Ministries) as 
well as through partnerships with other ecu-
menical non-profit ministries (such as Church 
World Service, Habitat for Humanity, and Ac-
tion by Churches Together) and hundreds of 
local church partners around the world. 
 
Disciples annually channel more than 2.5 mil-
lion dollars through WOC for humanitarian 
needs in the world. 

Haiti Response 
As we continue to see images and hear sto-
ries about the crisis in Haiti, many of us are 
searching for ways to respond. You can help 
the people of Haiti in three ways through our 
church.  First, you can give monetary dona-
tions to Week of Compassion.  100% of dona-
tions given and designated “Haiti response” 
will go directly to Haiti relief.  You can write a 
check to First Christian Church designated 
“Haiti response” and we will send one check 
from our church to Week of Compassion for 
this effort.  You may also donate directly to 
Week of Compassion via their webpage: 
www.weekofcompassion.org. 
 

Second, you can purchase items for hygiene 
kits or assemble your own hygiene kit and 
bring it to church.  Hygiene Kit Item List: 

¶ 1 hand towel measuring approx. 16" x 28" 

¶ 1 washcloth 

¶ 1 wide-tooth comb 

¶ 1 small nail clipper (no metal files or emery boards) 

¶ 1 bar of soap - bath size in wrapper 

¶ 1 tooth brush - in original packaging 

¶ 6 Band-Aids 
 

We will receive items and completed kits on 
Sunday, January 24 and 31. Place kits and 
items in the welcome area to the left of the wa-
ter fountains. We will announce assembly 
times in worship and on the website. The kits 
will be sent to and distributed by Church World 
Service (www.churchworld service.org). 
 

Third, you can donate funds to cover the ship-
ping of the hygiene kits, $3 per kit.  Church 
World Service asks that $2 be sent for each 
kit donated to cover shipping; we estimate 
that it will cost us $1 to ship each kit to 
Church World Service.  If you would like to 
help cover the shipping cost, please make 
your check out to First Christian Church and 
write “hygiene kit shipping” on the memo line.  

What is Week of Compassion Who, what, where, when? 

The Archibald's have switched to all cel-

lular phones, and no longer have a landline. 
 Roy: 910-409-7612 
 Jill: 910-409-7609 
 Matt: 910-409-7600 
 
 

January Book Club 
Join us on Tuesday evening, January 26, at 
7:00 in the parlor to discuss  No Great Mis-
chief by Alistair Macleod.  We always have a 
great time.  — Ann Respess 
 
 

Dear First Christian Church, 
The Cape Fear Chapter has made great 
strides towards preparing our region for the 
event of disaster, thanks to your help.  You are 
one of the churches in New Hanover County 
that has helped the Red Cross increase its ca-
pacity to respond during a disaster by offering 
your church as a possible shelter. 
 

Thank you for partnering with the Cape Fear 
Chapter of the American Red Cross to ensure 
that victims of a disaster have a safe, wel-
coming place to stay. We look forward to a 
successful, lasting partnership with First 
Christian Church. 
 Sincerely, 
 Autum Mihm 
 Community Partnership Consultant 
 
 
 

Health Hotline 2010 at the Mall 
Thursday, January 28, Noon - 8 pm 
The New Hanover - Pender County Medical 
Society, in concert with WWAY Channel 3 
and the North Carolina Medical Society, will 
host Health Hotline 2010 at Independence 
Mall, near the interior Time Warner Cable and 
JC Penney entrances.  Physicians represent-
ing a variety of specialties will be available to 
answer telephoned questions from people in 
the Channel 3 viewing region.  Callers may 
anonymously ask any questions they choose 
about health care.  Citizens are urged to take 
advantage of the opportunity to ask questions 
of the approximately sixty enthusiastic physi-
cians who will donate their time throughout 
the day. 
 
The Hotline will include live interviews with 
physicians on topics of general interest.  The 
live portions (interviews with physicians) will 
take place between 12 Noon and 12:30 PM 
and 7:00 - 7:30 PM and may be seen on 
WWAY Channel 3 TV.  
 
 

2010-2011 Nominating Committee 
In accordance with our church constitution, 
our Board has approved a Nominating Com-
mittee to nominate candidates for officers of 
the congregation.  They are: 
 
Elder: Kathy Jordan 
 

Deacons: Ann Boston, Brian Ensign, Marion 
Vernon, Jeff Wierse 

 

Youth:  Zachary Dean, Andy Heath 
 

At-Large:  Barbara Capps 
 
The Nominating Committee will meet on Mon-
day, January 25, at 6:30 pm in Room 13. 

 Bring canned corn in January 
for the Food Pantry. 

Put it in the Little Red Wagon. 

http://www.weekofcompassion.org


Global Ministries: Update From Haiti 

Global Ministries has received word that the 
leaders of our two main denominational part-
ners in Haiti, Patrick and Francoise Villierand 
Polycarpe Joseph are safe, as well as our 
missionary family serving in Haiti, Kim and 
Patrick Bentrott along with their son Solomon. 
Please visit their blog for updated information: 
http://www.kimandpatrick.blogspot.com/ 
Also confirmed safe are members of a Disci-
ples of Christ group from Tennessee who are 
visiting CONASPEH. [The Tennessee group 
has now returned home safely.] 
 
Patrick Villier is a member of the Common 
Global Ministries Board (CGMB) and the 
president of the National Spiritual Council of 
Churches of Haiti (CONASPEH), a grassroots 
movement of 6,000 plus congregations and 
our largest Disciples and UCC partner in Haiti 
for almost three decades. CONESPEH is 
home to 150 Global Ministries sponsored chil-
dren. Linda Lawrence, program administrator 
of the Child Sponsorship Program, said hun-
dreds of the nearly 600 children at the center 
are still in need of sponsorship following hurri-
canes in 2008 and this latest disaster. The six 
story CONASPEH headquarters building 
which houses the school, seminary and nurs-
ing institute has been flattened by the earth-
quake. Many of the nursing students were 
tragically trapped inside. 

Polycarpe Joseph is the Director of the House 
of Hope, a program that benefits children la-
boring as domestic servants. Polycarpe sent 
us this e-mail message on January 14, at 
11:11 am:  "Greeting in the name of Jesus, 
since Tuesday 5pm our country lives a catas-
trophe. For the moment it is impossible to 
assess the quantity of deaths but there must 
be between 100 and 250,000. At the moment, 
our collaborators are trying to find out the 
situation of each of our beneficiaries. The 

situation is critical. Our facilities have been 
damaged. People are scared, hungry and 
thirsty, people have no more homes and live 
in the streets. We need a lot of prayers and 
support." 
 
On January 15, Global Ministries staff was 
finally able to reach Patrick Villier, president 
of CONASPEH in Haiti, via a three way con-
versation through his daughter who lives in 
Florida. Patrick said, "The situation on the 
ground is very difficult. We are grieving the 
loss of our foster son.  Also the losses to the 
CONASPEH family have been enormous. It is 
very difficult for us to keep our faith. The only 
reason we know that God has not abandoned 
us is through the solidarity and critical pres-
ence the we receive from you through Global 
Ministries. It's the only hope we have now. 
Please pray for us." 
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