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A Word From Lance

Staff

Lance A. Perry, Senior Minister

Ailsa R. Guardiola Gonzalez, Associate Minister
of Christian Education and Youth

Stephen Field, Music Director

Jim Council, Organist/Accompanist

Myrtle Sanders, Financial Secretary

Tammy Connell, Nursery Attendant

Jennifer Brooks, Assistant Nursery Attendant

Kristen Connell, Assistant Nursery Attendant

Faith Dietrick, Secretary/Admin. Assistant

John Lanier, Janitorial Service

Tammy Connell, Cleaning Service

Robert Register, Grounds Maintenance

Russ & Carlotta Smith, Spiritual Directors 616-5846

Tel: 762-1389 Care Line: 772-9683

E-Mail: Lance Perry: fcclance@bellsouth.net
Ailsa Gonzalez: ailsa@fccwilmington.com
Office: fccwilm@bellsouth.net

Website: New Site Under Construction
CareNet Counseling Center Partner: 799-1071

Happy New Year! I'm still hearing that this
week. | wonder how long we will say it? Proba-
bly just this week. Once we start the double dig-
its of the date of the month, we will be on the
ground running. We may already be working on
losing the pound or two we put on during the
holidays. Some of us may already be paying off
some of the bills we incurred at Christmas. A
few of the Christmas toys may even be broken
by now. It probably won'’t take long for 2010 to
be the normal date to be writing on checks and
forms. Our lives tend to be full enough that a
new year, although lots of fun, and exciting for a
day or so, is mostly merely another date. |
heard a statistic today that 75% of New Year’s
resolutions are not kept.

And that’s okay. Especially for those who be-
lieve in something bigger than themselves.

[continued inside]

Italics indicate non-FCC group

Sunday, January 10

8:45 am Turning Point

9:45 am Sunday School

9:45 am Discovery Class
11:00 am Traditional Worship
5-7 Youth

Monday, January 11
12 pm Al Anon

6:30 pm Elders

Tuesday, January 12
5:45 pm Personnel Committee

6:30 pm Stewardship Team
7 pm Vocal Arts Ensemble

Wednesday, January 13
5:30 pm Dinner

6 pm Study

7:30 pm Chancel Choir

Thursday, January 14
5:30 pm Single Parents’

6 pm Worship Band

Friday, January 15
Bread Breakers

Saturday, January 16
10:30 am Reg. Assembly Mtg.

Sunday January 17

8:45 am Turning Point

9:45 am Sunday School

9:45 am Discovery Class
11:00 am Traditional Worship
12:15 pm Board Meeting
4:30 pm MLK Service

Recent Attendance

12/24 5pm: 180 11pm: 140
12/27 TP: 85 Trad: 66
1/3/2010 Combined: 157

Join Us for the
January Discipleship Series

Learning from Appalachia:
Wedre Connecte

Wednesdays, January 13 and 20.

The series will feature insights from
the youth mission to Appalachia last summer.

Supper each evening will begin at 5:30 pm
followed by the study at 6:00 pm.

Wednesday, January 13
“Connected to God’s Creation”
Session led by Courtney Hickman and youth
representative.

Menu: Chicken and Pastry

Wednesday, January 20
“Connected to God’s People”
Session led by Sean Bullock, Andy Heath,
and Kenny Morris I
Menu: Spaghetti, salad, and bread

Meal reservation forms will be in the Sunday bulletin.



Notices and Reminders

A Word from Lance, ¢ 0 't |0

Worship focus for Sunday is Lord's Prayer
Series: Pray Then in This Way; Matthew 6:5-9b,
Psalm 102:1-3, 12-17.

Undeck,

theg;

M The Christmas decorations

~ 2> will be taken down on Saturday,
January 9, beginning at 9 am.

Lots of help is needed, especially all those
with tall ladders.

Elders Take Note: The January meeting
will be at 6:30 pm on Monday, January 11, in
Room 13.

General Board Meeting
January 17, 12:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall
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%mﬁ% Youth Yard Sale

Saturday, January 9
@ & 7 7am-12pm in the Fellowship Hall
Donations will be received until 5 pm on Fri-
day, January 8. Please do not bring com-
puters, computer monitors, shoes or inti-
mate apparel. If you need help transporting
your donation to the church, please call Vicki
Morris, Youth Team chair, at 762-8054.

Bread Breakers Update
- It's Not Too Late to Sign Up

If you would like to JOIN the January to April
session, sign up forms will be in the bulletins
again on Sunday. The tentative date for the
first dinner is Friday, January 15 (we try to
meet the third Friday of each month). Please
contact me with any suggestions, comments
or requests.

— Pam Morine, 452-1770

It's okay that New Years is not a huge time
filled with resolutions and big plans for the
new year. For those who believe in God,
every day is a new day. For those who are
aware of the Divine, each day is holy, a gift,
and an opportunity for relationship with God
and others. The Christian faith is a faith based
on grace. Grace that no matter what we’ve
done we can start the day fresh and forgiven
with God. Grace that is with us each and
every day. Grace that gives us what we need
to stick to our plans and goals knowing that
we are not alone. Grace that picks us up and
renews our strength when we falter. | hope
that your 2010 is one in which you are very
aware of the grace of God that renews and
gives strength. See you Sunday.

YYTYY

Deadline for 2010 Mission Trips
Interested in a mission trip this year? Please
note that the deadline to sign up and pay the
deposit for all mission trips is February 1,
2010. Anyone wanting to participate in the
Appalachian Service Project (ASP), youth
mission trip, or the El Salvador trip needs to
sign-up and turn in their deposit no later than
February 1. Deposit for ASP and the youth
mission trip is $150. Deposit for the El Salva-
dor trip is $400, $100 of which is due on Feb-
ruary 1.

Prayer Concerns

Serving January 10

Long Term Health Care Concerns

Wilma Briggs, Helen Dunn, Bobbie Hentz,
Willie Loughlin, Foye Marshburn, Betty Nash,
Betty Snook, Beulah Poisson, Jeanette Wolfe

Church Family

- Zola Boston, recovering at home from a
broken leg

- Magdalene Bryant, recuperating at Bruns-
wick Cove from hospitalization for heart
problems and dehydration

- Dave Dutcher, seeking employment

- Cleve Goodnite, diagnosed with shingles

- Jim Lee, awaiting tests results from Duke,
facing more tests at Mayo Clinic in January

- Alicia Luse, undergoing chemotherapy for
ovarian cancer

- Rusie Sharratt, recovering from radiation
treatments

- Kim Sibbach, stage IV cancer

Friends and Family

- Jennifer Allen, wife of Disciples Reg. Minis-
ter in West Virginia, colon cancer

- Brian Britt, Pam Britt’s son, dealing with MS

- Debbie Burrus, friend of Georgia Meece,
doing well after aortic aneurysm surgery

- Nancy Frazelle, friend of Phyllis Powell,
breast cancer with brain involvement

- Willie Gonzalez and sister Estafani, friends
of Gonzalez' in El Salvador, health issues

- Della Lanier, Joy Roberts' friend, cancer

- Nan Lanier, friend of Beth Palanza, liver cancer

- Debbie Lewis, complications with breast cancer

- Cheryl Manus, friend of Tena Perry, termi-
nal cancer

- Grace Moore, Richard Hodges' mother, re-
cuperating at Cypress Pointe

- Tracy Perry, Dr. Perry's sister-in-law, bron-
chial pneumonia

- Jennifer Turbeville, friend of Michelle Allen,
responding well to cancer treatment

- Callie Watkins, Mable Cooke's sister, com-
plications with scleroderma

- Community of Puente Azul, El Salvador

11:00 Communion Table Prayers:
Sue Morris, Harvey Jarman

Home-Bound Communion: Jerry Roberts,
Darrell McHaney, Margaret Jarman

Deacons: Bill & Ann Boston, Erin, Sean &
Teresa Bullock, Myra Ferris, Pam Furr, Pam
Morine

Communion Prep: Erin, Sean & Teresa
Bullock; Phyllis Powell

Children Worship & Wonder
Jan 10 Bridgette Johnson & Tricia Heath
Jan 17 Ailsa Gonzalez & Millie Griffin

Turning Point Kids
Jan 10 Jeff & Diana Wierse
Jan 17 Kelly Ensign & Lindsey Tarrant

Chil drends Creative
Jan 10 Ellen & Caroline Shepard
Jan 17 Faye Hodges & Margaret Respess

Minister On-Call Schedule
Jan 8-9 Rev. Gonzalez 395-5594
Jan 15-16 Dr. Perry 200-9507

Greeters
8:45 January: Lauren Perry & Angela Pridgen
11:00 Jan 10 Glenn Brigman

Jan 17 John & Christie Reaves

Lay Reader
Jan 10 Harry Griffin
Jan 17 Courtney Hickman

Sunday Door Lock-up
Jan 10 TBA
Jan 17 TBA

Budget Update

Budget through 1/3/10 $205,727.58
Income 220,172.01
Income Over Budget $14,444 .43

Hour




More who, what, where, when?

Woodlot Update

Special thanks to those who came and helped
split, chop, load, and deliver wood on Satur-
day. Seventeen volunteers from FCC came in
the wind and cold to provide wood for families
trying to stay warm with wood fires. Thanks
be to God for such a successful day!

Deacons Take Note
The Diaconate meeting scheduled for Janu-
ary 23, has been changed to 5:30 pm on Fri-

day, January 22.

Dear FCC Friends,
Thank you so much for your generous Christ-
mas gift. It is a pleasure and a blessing serv-
ing you in this way. God bless each of you
and may you have the best year ever.

— Myrtle Sanders

%%J FCC is planning to have a Holiday

<« Bazaar in November of 2010.
The plan is to have a country store setting
and we need items to sell in our store. We will
have a meeting in early January to discuss
plans and are looking for men, women and
children that would like to work with us on
various committees and make items that
would be found in a country store — bread
boards, candles, cookies, cakes, bird houses,
jewelry, etc. The sky is the limit. Bring your
thoughts, ideas and enthusiasm.

_
Aé:/ﬁ; 2010 Holiday Bazaar

If you are interested in participating, contact
Ann Boston, Jill Archibald, or Becky Shipton.

Who, what, where, when?

‘;';@ET Spotlight on a Member:
... Zola Mae Boston

Zola Mae Boston came to live in Wilmington
with her son Bill, and daughter-in-law, Ann,
about six months after Bill and Ann moved here
in 2004. Bill and Ann had been visiting First
Christian Church and they invited Zola to at-
tend with them. They all transferred their mem-
bership to First Christian on the first Sunday
that the worship service was held in the Fellow-
ship Hall during the sanctuary renovation.

Zola has always been an active member of the
church, and has continued that role since mov-
ing to Wilmington. She was a member of the
Forever Young group, attends a Disciples
Women's Ministry circle, has worked with the
Hospitality Team and regularly attends the
Woman to Woman Sunday School Class.
Zola's view of stewardship is "give as you pros-
per," and her favorite Bible verse in John 3:16.

Zola enjoyed life in Texas with her late hus-
band and her role as homemaker and
mother. Zola is a proud Texan, having been
raised on a ranch, and an avid Texas Univer-
sity fan. While in Texas she enjoyed playing
cards and was part of a singing group named
the "Red Birds." She had an identical twin
sister who passed away several years ago.

Zola partially attributes her 90 years to the
fact that she cooked well, ate well, and took
care of herself. Her family adds one other in-
gredient, she has a good attitude.

Glenn Brigman
Membership Ministry Team

Discovery Classes
to Be Offered in January

Are you a new member of First Christian? Are
you considering membership? Do you have
questions about our history and beliefs? Are
you unsure about the basics of the Christian
faith? Are you looking to grow in your spiritual
life? Then our Discovery Classes are for you.

On January 10 and 17, our Discovery Class
will be held. This two week class is designed
for guests, new members as well as long time
members. We will discuss basic Christian
beliefs and information about our Disciples
tradition. The class will be held in the parlor
from 9:50 a.m. until 10:40 a.m. Class size is
limited to 12.

Beginning January 24, our Discovering
Spiritual Disciplines class will be held. This
seven week class explores different spiritual
practices of prayer, scripture reading, worship
and stewardship. The class is for anyone who
seeks to grow in their spiritual life. This class
will be held in the parlor from 9:45 - 10:45 am.
Call the church office to sign up.

January Discipleship Series

“A January Discipleship Series?” you may
ask. “We’ve never had a January study be-
fore.” Yes, this is a new thing—a new thing
inspired by First Christian’s youth group.
Since their mission trip to Appalachia this
summer, the youth have continued to reflect
on their experience and have expressed a
desire to share more about it with the congre-
gation. So, the January Discipleship Series,
“Learning from Appalachia: We're Con-
nected,” has been created for just this pur-
pose. The series will take place on Wednes-
days, January 13 & 20, from 5:30-7:00pm. It
will begin with dinner, for which you can make
reservations.



