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A Word From Lance
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It's hard to really know how much a church
family means to you until something happens
and you see how much you really need it. Re-
garding my wife Tena’s recent diagnosis with
breast cancer, you may have gathered that we
have not made a lot of fuss about it. We are
very aware that there are others who have ex-
perienced this kind of illness and many who
have had more severe battles with cancer.
Ours has been a sort of quiet conversation to-
gether and with God. Tena does not really ask
for help very often (although she has asked for
a foot rub this weekend and | complied!). We
both believe that God does not promise to
take away the realities of suffering and disap-
pointment in life, but that God promises to
walk with us in our suffering.

As a pastor | have seen how people experi-

ence that presence of God in times of
[continued inside]

Italics indicate non-FCC group

Sunday, July 25
8:45 am Turning Point

9:45 am Sunday School

9:45 am Greeter Training for
Turning Point — Chapel

9:45 am Lay Reader Training
in the Parlor

11:00 am Traditional Worship

Elder/Deacon Commissioning

7 pm Student Recital/Sanctuary

Monday, July 26
12 pm Al Anon

August Sermon Series

August 8: Mercy, Prayer and Leadership
August 15: Christian Character and Behavior

August 22: Be Strong in Christ

Tuesday, July 27
6:30 pm Cabinet Orientation
7 pm Book Club

Wednesday, July 28
7:30 pm Chancel Choir

Thursday, July 29
6 pm Christian Men's Fellowship

Saturday, July 31

9 am - 3 pm Craft Day
ASP Team Returns

7-9 pm Narcotics Anonymous

Sunday, August 1

8:45 am Turning Point

9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Traditional Worship
Mission Sunday

August 29: Faith and Day to Day Life

Mission Sunday

August 1

Plan to be in worship to hear

the mission stories of our youth and ASP participants.

Recent Attendance
8:45 11:00
7/18 83 84

They will lead both services!

Paul's Pastoral Lette
1 & 2 Timothy, Titus



Notices and Reminders

A Word from Lance, ¢ 0 @t |G

Worship focus for Sunday is Ruth: Survivor
and Risk Taker; Ruth 1:1-5.

Turning Point Greeter Training
Sunday, July 25, at 9:45 am in the Chapel
Even if you have been a Greeter before,
please plan to attend this meeting.

Lay Reader Training

Sunday, July 25, at 9:45 am in the Parlor
Even if you have been a Lay Reader before,
please plan to attend this meeting.

Elder/Deacon Commissioning

On Sunday, July 25, at both services we will
commission our new Elders and Deacons for
their three year terms of service. Elders and
deacons are servant leadership roles in our
church and include not only serving in wor-
ship, but include active involvement in all our
ministries and programs. With thanksgiving to
God we will commission and pray for them in
worship inviting all current elders and deacons
to lay hands on them in prayer and blessing.

Cabinet Orientation Meeting
Tuesday, July 27, 6:30 pm in Room 6

WH‘@’{ Holiday Bazaar Craft Days
2% Thursdays & Saturdays, 9 am- 3 pm
', Bring lunch, snacks, something to
drink, and enjoy using your gifts from God. We
are currently focusing on making items from
the old Chrismon Tree — table top, door and
wall decorations. If you have other things you
would like to do, that's okay. It is more fun
working with other and sharing our gifts. Meet-
ing room will be posted. Thank you all.
— Ann Boston

suffering. For some, it's a feeling. They say
that they feel the prayers of others and sense
God’s presence. | can’'t speak for Tena, but
for me these past few weeks and especially
this weekend, the presence of God for me has
come in your faces and in your voices. Your
words of concern and your presence at the
hospital have been God’s presence for me.
You have been God’s ambassadors and rep-
resentatives.

We all handle life’s challenges differently and
have different ways that we experience God.
As a person who tends to try and handle
things on my own, | know now in a very per-
sonal way how much of a foundation and
strength Christ’s church can be when difficult
times come along. Our family’s belief that God
is with us in the sufferings of life has been
confirmed through you, the church. See you
Sunday.

The VBS offerings

W 4]
Qf M, totaled $234 for the week. This
offering is being sent to a non-

\/ profit in Wilmington called Kids

Making It. Kids Making It is an organization
that focuses on woodworking mentoring pro-
grams for at-risk youth. Its programs instill pa-
tience, pride, perseverance, confidence,
teamwork and self-esteem. Thank you chil-
dren of FCC, St. John's Episcopal and all our
VBS friends for your generosity in helping oth-
ers in our community.

Prayer Concerns

Serving July 25

Long Term Health Care Concerns

Wilma Briggs, Gertie Brooks, Helen Dunn, Bobbie
Hentz, Foye Marshburn, Betty Nash, Betty Snook,
Jeanette Wolfe

Our Sympathy to:

- Sam Rose, Michelle Allen, and Elijah Rose upon
the death last week, Ray Rose—father, grandfather
and great-grandfather

In the Hospital
- Bobbie Hentz, moved to Hospice Life Care Center

Church Family

- Gertie Brooks, at Davis Health Care Center for re-
cuperation and physical rehab

- Roger Bullock, deployed to Afghanistan with Corp
of Engineers

- JC Davis, undergoing chemotherapy treatment

- Ellie Duckett, undergoing chemotherapy

- Dave Dutcher, seeking employment

- Allan Huband, chemotherapy for lung cancer

- Jim Lee, facing liver biopsy at Duke on July 27

- Tena Perry, recovering at home from breast cancer
surgery

- Lory Scholberg, recovering at home from heart
valve surgery — no visitors, please

- Rusie Sharratt, being treated for severe, chronic
headaches

- Kim Sibbach, stage IV cancer, taking a new chemo-
therapy pill

- Penny Stumborg, skin cancer surgery on July 21

Friends and Family

- JR Boyd, Tena Perry's brother-in-law, hospitalized with
unknown infection

- Brian Britt, Pam Britt’s son, dealing with MS

- Dwight Buck, Cathy Hills' son-in-law, diagnosed with
leukemia

- Marie Everett, Tricia Heath's mother, moved to
Britthaven in Snow Hill for physical therapy

- Joann Galloway, friend of Barbara Capps, dealing with
severe health issues

- MSgt. Scott Johnson, Jeremiah Johnson's father, de-
ployed to Iraq

- Linda Robuck, Becky Shipton's cousin, bleeding in her
brain

- Scott Whisnant, WIHN Board Chair, recently diag-
nosed with cancer

- Kathy Wirkus, Alicia Luse's sister, undergoing chemo-
therapy

- Community of Puente Azul, EI Salvador

- People of Haiti and Chile

11:00 Communion Table Prayers
Russ Smith, Tim Whitehead

Home-Bound Communion: Duane Luse,
Kathy Jordan, Glenn Brigmann

Deacons:

Julianne Black, Faye Hodges (captain), Greg
Kennedy, Jo Mills, Caroline Shepard, Bryan
Young Hickman, Courtney Young Hickman

Communion Prep
Julianne Black, Faye Hodges, Greg Kennedy

Children Worship & Wonder
July 25 Ailsa Gonzalez & Kelly Ensign
Aug 1 Jamie Wrede & Millie Griffin

Turning Point Kids
July 25 Jeff & Diana Wierse
Aug 1 Kelly Ensign & Lindsey Tarrant

Childrends Creative
July 25 Ellen & Caroline Shepard
Aug 1 Faye Hodges & Margaret Respess

Minister On-Call Schedule
July 16-17 Rev. Gonzélez 395-5594
July 30-31 Dr. Perry 200-9507

Greeters

8:45 July Andy & Tricia Heath

11:00 July 25 Joy Roberts
Aug1  Patsy Emmart

Lay Reader
July 25 Barry Jordan
Aug 1 Vanessa King

Sunday Door Lock-up
July 18 Barry & Kathy Jordan
July 25 Steve & Pat Brooks

Budget Update

Budget through 7/18/10 $22,938.00
Income 24.111.02
Income Over Budget $1,173.02

Hour




More who, what, where, when?

A Global Mission Event

All friends and members of the United Church
of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) are invited to the fifth biennial
iMissionworks! Event, October 7-9, 2010, at
the Downtown Cleveland Hilton Garden Inn,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Be inspired by blending global culture, learn-
ing and fun. Participate in dialogue and dis-
cussion about living Church-to-Church Part-
nerships, being a vibrant Global Mission
Church, and responding the call to serve in
mission.

Keynote speaker Jean-Paul Chami is the
manager of the Peacebuilding and Conflict
Resolution program for the Forum for Devel-
opment, Culture and Dialogue (FDCD) in
Lebanon. This program oversees a 4-year
project in Iraq aiming at building the capaci-
ties of the Iraqi civil society on Conflict Reso-
lution and Advocacy.

Missionworks begins with dinner at 5:30pm
on Thursday, October 7, and ends with wor-
ship at 12noon on Saturday, October 9.

Do you have a passion for global mis-

sion? Have you had or would you like to
have an experience serving overseas? Do
you want to learn more about mission around
the world so that you can tell the story? Then
join the Ministries and Mission Interpreters
(MMI) training immediately following
iMissionworks! The MMI training begins with
lunch on Saturday afternoon and goes until
noon on Sunday, October 10, 2010. For
more information on each of these events,
visit www.globalministries.org.

Safe Church Training

Mark your calendar for the next Safe Church
training on August 29 from 3-5pm. Our church
policy requires training for everyone volun-
teering in ministries in which children or youth
18 years of age and under are present. This
includes volunteers for Vacation Bible School,
Sunday School, Interfaith Hospitality, youth
retreats, and mission trips with youth partici-
pants. Please call the church office by
Wednesday, August 25, to sign up.

Safe Church Annual Orientation

for All Volunteers

First Christian Church’s Safe Church Policy
requires every trained volunteer to sign a
disclosure form and attend an orientation ses-
sion each year in order to continue serving in
ministries involving minors. The orientation is
a brief process aimed to remind volunteers of
procedures and the requirements for dealing
with minors. Volunteers will also be asked to
sign the annual disclosure form during orien-
tation. (Forms will be handed out during ori-
entation or can be accessed on the church’s
webpage, www.fccilm.org.)

If you were trained any time between July 1,
2007, and June 30, 2010, we need for you to
participate in the annual orientation. Please
mark your calendar so you may attend one of
the scheduled sessions, which will be held in
the Fellowship Hall:

Sunday, August 8 at 9:30am.
Sunday, August 15 at 9:45am
Sunday, August 22 at 9:30am
Sunday, August 29 at 9:45am

Who, what, where, when?

Christian Education Update

I
/E Womends Bible
= A ten-week Bible study series for

B]B € women, Believing God, by Beth

Study Moore, begins September 13. We
plan on having a “bring your own supper” and
fellowship time, from 6-6:30 pm. Our first
meeting will be held in Millie Griffin’s home,
and other members have offered to host fol-
lowing meetings. It will be limited to a group
of 10. To allow time for workbooks to be
purchased, the deadline to sign up is Sun-
day, August 15. Please e-mail Millie Griffin at
milliewilley@bellsouth.net or call her at 686-
1393 if you are interested or have questions.
Join us for the fellowship and fun of growing
in the knowledge of our Lord!

First Christian Church,
Wow! What an incredible gift it was for us to
have the privilege to partner with your church
for VBS. It was an overwhelming success!
From Jamie and Chris' decorating expertise
and dedication to one of the best group of vol-
unteers, we were overwhelmed by your kind-
ness and love. You all truly have a church full
of love and dedication to Christ. Thank you
for giving St. John's the opportunity to join
you all in your ministry to families.

Much love,

St. John's Episcopal Church

A very special thank you to Marion

Vernon for his donation to the Food Pantry.
God bless you.
— Ann Boston, CACS Chair

S FirstdChristian Church Family,

I'd like to thank everyone who helped with and
participated in Vacation Bible School. It was a
huge success, with around 70 children wander-
ing our halls here at First Christian. All the chil-
dren had a blast. They sang wonderful music,
while also being taught how to play instruments.
Members of St. John’s came with bongo drums
and electrical guitar, Lance showed them how to
play guitar, and Tena Perry showed them the
flute. In the Observatory (science) the children
were shown different experiments and how God
is the maker of the universe. Good News sto-
ries were told with the kids becoming a part of
the story wearing costumes and all. Joining
with St. John’s was a great success. We have
heard nothing but good comments from volun-
teers and even some children said “This was
the best VBS they had ever been to.”

| would also like to inform you all of some of
Christian Educations needs and concerns. As
of September 1%, we are no longer going to of-
fer Creative Hour due to lack of volunteers.

This year we only had four groups of volunteers,
which put them volunteering once a month,
when in previous years past they only had to
volunteer once a quarter. Some of those volun-
teers are unable to help this year, so we are not
going to offer it unless we have someone come
forward. Turning Point Kids will still continue, but
the age range will change to 3 year olds through
Kindergarten. Please be in prayer that we find
Youth Sunday School leaders, Truth Seekers
teacher and a Young Adults leader as these
roles are still vacant.

On September 12, we will have our Kickoff
Breakfast where we will introduce you to those
who are willing to teach all of our classes, and
recognize all of the children who will be moving
up to a new classroom. | hope that you all con-
tinue to pray for the Christian Education Pro-
gram of First Christian and we look forward to a
great year.

Peace,

Jamie Wrede, Christian Ed. Chair


http://www.globalministries.org
mailto:milliewilley@bellsouth.net

