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A Word From Lance

Staff

Lance A. Perry, Senior Minister

Ailsa R. Guardiola Gonzalez, Associate Minister
of Christian Education and Youth

Stephen Field, Music Director

Jim Council, Organist/Accompanist

Myrtle Sanders, Financial Secretary

Tammy Connell, Nursery Attendant

Jennifer Brooks, Assistant Nursery Attendant

Kristen Connell, Assistant Nursery Attendant

Faith Dietrick, Secretary/Admin. Assistant

John Lanier, Janitorial Service

Tammy Connell, Cleaning Service

Robert Register, Grounds Maintenance

Russ & Carlotta Smith, Spiritual Directors 616-5846

Tel: 762-1389 Care Line: 772-9683

E-Mail: Lance Perry: fcclance@bellsouth.net
Ailsa Gonzalez: ailsa@fccwilmington.com
Office: fccwilm@bellsouth.net

CareNet Counseling Center Partner: 799-1071
Web Address: fccilm.org

This week, it's time again to talk about the Re-
gional Assembly of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Chrlst) in North Carolina. This
year is the 163™ Assembly (we used to meet
every year). | hope you have already marked
your calendars for April 16-18. This Assembly
is not only an opportunity for us to support our
Region, but it is a chance to get to know our
sisters and brothers in Christ from congrega-
tions across the state; an opportunity for good
worship; and a chance to learn something new.

This year we will hear an update about our
Regional Capital Campaign primarily for the
updating of Camp Caroline, our own church
camping facility. We will also hear about new
church starts, and we will learn about the his-
tory of the different strands of Disciples of

Christ churches in North Carolina.
[continued inside]
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March 3, 2010

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Wilmington, NC

Italics indicate non-FCC group

Sunday, March 7

8:45 am Turning Point

9:45 am Sunday School

9:50 am Sp. Disciplines Class

11:00 am Traditional Worship
12 pm Open Budget Meeting

12:15 pm Elders

Interfaith Guests Depart

5-7 pm Youth

Monday, March 8
12 pm Al Anon
6 pm Cabinet Meeting

Tuesday, March 9
10 am Spiritual Direction Grp.
6 pm Worship Team
7 pm Vocal Arts Ensemble

Wednesday, March 10
5:30 pm Supper

6:00 pm Classes

7:30 pm Chancel Choir

Thursday, March 11
6 pm Worship Band

Friday, March 12
Youth Campout at Whitehead's

Saturday, March 13
7-9 pm Narcotics Anonymous
Daylight Saving Time Begins!

Sunday, March 14

8:45 am Turning Point

9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Traditional Worship
12:15 pm Board Luncheon
5-7 pm Youth

Recent Attendance
8:45 11:00
2/28 86 93

"always having enough of everything"
2 Corinthians-®6

First
Christian Church
ﬂij‘cip/ex of Christ

Consecration Sunday
March 21

9:45 am Sunday School
10:45 am Combined Worship

12:00 pm Consecration Luncheon
Meat will be provided; bring a cold salad or dessert.

All Church Workday 1 Saturday, March 20

Come one come all for our spring workday! We will begin at
8:00 a.m. and put some of the final touches on our sprucing up
before the Regional Assembly. We plan to mostly be outside
working on signs, the parking lot, and fence repair. Plan to
come and help us make our facility look great for our guests.



Notices and Reminders

A Word from Lance, ¢ o rdt

Worship focus for Sunday Reconciliation:
Hope in a Broken World; Isaiah 43:19, Ro-
mans 5:1-5.

Called Elders Meeting
The Elders will meet at 12:15 pm in Room 6,
Sunday, March 7, to review staff evaluations.

Cabinet Meeting
Monday, March 8, 6 pm in Room 6

Regional Assembly Registrations
Registrations for the 2010 Regional Assembly
are now being received! Be one of the 100 or
more from our congregation we hope will reg-
ister for this outstanding opportunity of wor-
ship, fellowship, and learning. The Assembly
choir and music will be led by our own Steve
Field and our Turning Point Band. Registra-
tion forms are available on the table out-
side the sanctuary and in the church office.

THANKS!!!

The worship Team would like to thank the
CMF for providing the Pancake Supper for our
AfAshes and Pancakeso
Wednesday. Thanks Jerry and all the CMF
cooks for a delicious meal. We appreciate all
those who came out and participated in our
Ash Wednesday Service.

Our next opportunity for Lent will begin
Wednesday night, March 3, with our Lenten
Study Series "Supper & Spirit." Please plan to
attend both supper and study opportunities.
Also mark your calendars for our 24-Hour
Prayer Vigil beginning at 6:00 pm on Friday
March 26, through 6:00 pm Saturday, March
27. We would like to again thank our youth for
volunteering to cover the early morning hours
of the Prayer Vigil.

Your Worship Team

S

Our own Christopher Furr will be keynoting
the Christian Menods
Turning Point band will be providing a time of
singing at the beginning of each worship ser-
vice. Anthems and special music will be pro-
vided by an All Assembly choir led by our own
Steve Field. We have secured outstanding
preachers. And the final worship service will
be held in our sanctuary on Sunday morning.

It will be a full weekend for us and | hope you
will plan to be a part. Registration packets
are now available. We will have some on the
table outside the sanctuary on Sunday morn-
ing, or you can pick one up at the church of-
fice. | hope you see you there as one of the
100 from our congregation that | hope will reg-

i ster. | f we have
See you Sunday.
ervice for Ash

Open Meetings

Regarding Church Budget

Ever had questions about our budget? Do
you have some ideas about the stewardship
of our resources here at FCC? This Sunday,
March 7, immediately following the 11:00 wor-
ship service, our Stewardship Team will offer
an open meeting regarding our current and
upcoming budget. If this date does not work
for you, there is another! We will hold a sec-
ond open meeting on Monday, March 15, at
6:00 pm. Plan to come and share your ideas!
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Prayer Concerns

Serving March 7

Long Term Health Care Concerns

Wilma Briggs, Helen Dunn, Bobbie Hentz,
Willie Loughlin, Foye Marshburn, Betty Nash,
Betty Snook, Jeanette Wolfe

Our Sympathy to:
- Phyllis Powell and family upon the recent
death of her aunt, Joyce Leonard

Church Family

- Roger Bullock, deployed to Afghanistan for
6 months with Corp of Engineers

- Ellie Duckett, started a new cancer treatment

- Dave Dutcher, seeking employment

- Jim Lee, facing tests at Mayo Clinic

- Alicia Luse, recovering at home from surgery

- Kim Sibbach, stage IV cancer

Friends and Family

-Brian Britt, Pam Britt

- Frances Childers, Tena Perry's mother,
hearth catheterization on March 2

- Jimmy Childers, Tena Perry's father, possible
radiation treatment for benign brain tumor

- Marie Everett, Tricia Heath's mother, hairline
fracture in scapula due to cancer

- Willie Gonzalez and sister Estafani, friends
of Gonzalez' in El Salvador, health issues

- Della Lanier, Joy Roberts' friend, cancer

- Nan Lanier, friend of Beth Palanza, liver cancer

- Debbie Lewis, complications with breast cancer

- Cheryl Manus, friend of Tena Perry, under-
going a new round of treatment for cancer

- Grace Moore, Richard Hodges' mother, re-
cuperating at Cypress Pointe

- Terry Rogers & family, friends of Nancy
Cherry-Simcox, surgery for stage IV cancer

- Callie Watkins, Mable Cooke's sister, com-
plications with scleroderma

- Community of Puente Azul, El Salvador

- People of Haiti

- People of Chile

11:00 Communion Table Prayers:
Nancy Manning, Ranny Gardner

Home-Bound Communion: Patsy Emmart,
Sue Morris, Mike Capps

Deacons: Jennifer Dean, Zachary Dean,
Brook Hall, Alicia Luse, Andy Heath, Linda
Reinger, Marion Vernon, Jeff Wierse, Chris
Wrede

Communion Prep: Robbin Capps, Jennifer
& Zachary Dean, Chris Wrede

Children Worship & Wonder
Mar 7 Bridgette Johnson & Millie Griffin
Mar 14  Ailsa Gonzalez & Beth May

Turning Point Kids

Mar7  Kelly Ensign & Lindsey Tarrant
Mar 14 Bill & Linda Reinger
Childrends Creative
Mar 7  Ellen & Caroline Shepard

Mar 14 Faye Hodges & Margaret Respess

Minister On-Call Schedule
Mar 5-6 Rev. Gonzalez 395-5594
Mar 12-13 Dr. Perry 200-9507

Greeters

8:45 March: Andy & Tricia Heath

11:00 Mar7  Nancy Manning
Mar 14 Mable Cooke

Lay Reader
Mar 7 Duane Luse
Mar 14 Nancy Manning

Sunday Door Lock-up
Mar 7  Ellen Shepherd
Mar 14 Ann & Bill Boston

Budget Update

Budget through 2/28/10 $267,146.90
Income 263,500.63
Income Short of Budget $3,646.27
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Who, what, where, when?

s If You See Any of These

* Folks, Wish Them A
Happy Birthday!

Take a few minutes to share your best wishes

with the members of our church family who
have birthdays this month.

Joan Adam Kenny Morris, Il
Taylor Bright Pat Morrison

Erin Bullock Myrtle Mae Padrick
Hugh Cason Elizabeth Pierce
J.C. Davis Troy Pierce

Ranny Gardner Ellen Shepard

Will Hodges Walter Sisson
Wayne Howell Christina Swan
Amanda King Lindsey Tarrant

Cameron Knell Cathy Whitehead

If we missed anyone, we are truly sorry.
Please let someone on the Membership team
know or contact the chair: Ellie Duckett, 792-
9624; email: rduckett@ec.rr.com, and you will
be added to the birthday list.
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%ABOWE?‘f» Tiny yawns and sleepy sighs,
S\'\ _ Nursery rhymes and lullabies

TE Please Join us for a
\\ > Jy Drop-in Baby Shower for

Mandy Koester
Sunday, March 14
2 to 4 in the church parlor

Mandy is registered at Target and Wal-Mart.

It's a Party
v and You're Invited!

Join Us in Celebrating
Shirley West's 80th Birthday

Saturday, March 27, from 3-5 pm
In the Fellowship Hall

CYF Mid-Winter

FCC youth had a great experience at the Re-
gional Mid-Winter retreat this past weekend
where they studied and talked about the story
of Noah. As part of the retreat, the new Re-
gional Cabinet for Youth Work (RCYW) was
selected and installed. Julianne Black and
Sean Bullock will continue serving on the
Cabinet along with newly selected represen-
tative, Erin Bullock. Beth May completed her
year-long term as the moderator of the Cabi-
net. RCYW works throughout the year to plan
the theme and schedule for each Regional
youth retreat.

More who, what, where, when?

CROP Walk Representative Needed
Every year First Christian has one of the
strongest showings of support of the CROP
Walk among Wilmington churches. Often we
lead in money raised and/or number of walk-
ers who participate. Planning for the CROP
Walk, however, starts long before our walkers
begin raising support. First Christian has
been invited to send a representative to be a
part of the planning team that organizes and
promotes the Wilmington CROP Walk. If you
have a passion for the ministry of CROP Walk
and would like to see it grow in our commu-
nity, please consider serving on this planning
team. The next meeting will be at Winterpark
Presbyterian Church on March 17, 2010, at
7pm, and the team meets once a month. For
more information, contact Rev. Gonzalez.

United Christian Campus Ministry
(UCCM) Opportunity

UCCM is an ecumenical ministry serving the
campuses of UNC Wilmington and Cape Fear
Community College through its student group,
FOCUS. Since its inception over thirty years
ago, First Christian has been a partner church
of UCCM through financial support and church
members who serve on its board. UCCM is
now organizing a strategic planning commit-
tee to envision the future of this campus min-
istry and has a place for a member of our
church on the committee. If you are interested
in serving in this way and would like more in-
formation, please contact Rev. Gonzalez

Summer Camp Forms Available
Registration forms for summer camp at Camp
Caroline and Christmount are available on the
youth board (outside room 13) and the chil-
drends board (outside
that the church pays 2 the camp fee for
members and children of members. Please
make checks to First Christian Church and
turn in registration forms and fees to Rev.
Gonz8lezo6 box by May

WIHN Need for Donated Items

We recently received a note from Liz Sutcliffe,
the Wilmington Interfaith Hospitality Network
Case Manager, with an update on some of
the families who have been our guests during
the past several months. Her note also identi-
fied a need for household items as families
transition out of the church program into per-
manent housing.

If you have items to donate, please feel free to
call Liz to arrange a convenient time to deliver
the items to the WIHN Day Center located at
411 N 4th St. (762-0330). Someone has do-
nated a pickup truck to WIHN so they are able
to pick up furniture items as well.

If you need assistance getting items to WIHN,
please feel free to contact Ellie Duckett (792-
9624) who can arrange to pick up your items

and deliver them to the WIHN Day Center.

Most needed items:
9 Beds, beds, beds, beds!

1 Kitchen items (measuring cups/spoons, cooking
utensils, pots and pans, mixing bowls, toasters,
microwaves, dishes, glasses, baking items, cut-
ting boards, kitchen size trash cans, etc.)

9 Lamps with shades.
1 Kitchen, coffee and end tables, chairs
9 Shower curtains & rings, bath mats, towels.

Your help is greatly appreciated.
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Global Ministries: Chile & Haiti

Week of Compassion Responds

to Earthquake in Chile

What follows is information from the WOC
Update on Saturday, February 27, 2010 at
08:49PM, www.weekofcompassion.org

A devastating magnitude-8.8 earthquake struck
Chile early Saturday, February 27, 2010.

Messages of compassion, concern and sup-
port have been sent to Disciples/UCC-Global
Ministries Partners Rev. Ulises Mufioz,
Bishop of the Pentecostal Church of Chile,
Rosario Castillo of EPES (a health education
organization), and Dora Canales of Comuni-
dad Teolégica de Chile. Messages have also
been sent to Elena Huegel, missionary with
Global Ministries.

Praise be to God, we have received news
from the Bishop of the Pentecostal Church of
Chile, who has not heard of any deaths of
church members. Elena Huegel, our beloved
friend and missionary, was in the mountains
at Centro Shalom with the whole staff. Every-
one is well and they are on their way down
from the mountain.

As part of the international ACT (Action by
Churches Together) Alliance network, CWS
will work to provide emergency assistance
such as food, water and shelter to those af-
fected by this disaster.

Week of Compassion emergency solidarity
grants were immediately authorized for
three Global Ministries partners in Chile
and Church World Service to support relief
initiatives. Week of Compassion and Global
Ministries staff are monitoring the unfolding
disaster situation and will continue to update
you as we receive more information.

You can help by praying for the people of

Chile, their leaders, our partners, and emer-
gency response workers. You may also give
gifts to Week of Compassion designated for
Chile Earthquake and Tsunami Relief. We
continue to trust in God's ubiquitous presence
and love.

Haiti Update News Release: Death is Not
the End, February 25, 2010

"Death is not the end," said Rev. Patrick
Villier, a Haitian pastor, as he mourned the
loss of his 25 year-old foster son, Gustav, one
of the victims of the January 12, 2010 earth-
quake in Haiti. Villier is a pastor of a local
congregation in one of the poorest neighbor-
hoods of Port-au-Prince and also the Presi-
dent of the National Spiritual Council of
Churches of Haiti (CONASPEH), a 20-year
denominational partner of the United Church
of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) in the United States and Canada.

Reflecting on his second pastoral visit after
the earthquake, Rev. Félix Ortiz, Global Min-
istries Area Executive for Latin America and
the Caribbean, reported that CONASPEH's
priority is to secure what is needed to survive
the immediate emergency and to re-establish
the programs and services to the communi-
ties where member churches are located.

As of February 25, 2010, Global Ministries
has disbursed $20,000 to House of Hope,
another denominational partner of Global Min-
istries in Haiti that serves domestically
abused children, for its emergency efforts
(including $2,500 each from the Disciples
Week of Compassion and UCC One Great
Hour of Sharing funds) and $72,826 to
CONASPEH for its emergency response plan
and child sponsorship program. For more
details on these funds
work in Haiti visit http://globalministries.org/
news/lac/haiti-update-news-release.html
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24 Hour Prayer Vigil

®

Mark your calendars! First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) will participate again this
year in the 24 Hour Prayer Vigil. The date/
time for this time of prayer and meditation
will be from 6 pm on Friday, March 26, un-
til 6 pm on Saturday evening, March 27 9
Palm Sunday weekend.

This 24 hour period is a time apart for medita-
tion and prayer. Given the events of our times,
both of troubles and of joys, this is a much
needed time in the life of the church, commu-
nity, nation and world, for each of us to have a
quiet time to meditate, pray, and be able to
understand what God would have us do to
move His Church and His Children forward.

We ask that you prayerfully consider partici-
pating in this 24 hour prayer vigil, either in the
sanctuary or chapel, as well as determine
what time that you can be a part of this wor-
ship. Hosts/hostesses will be needed for two-
hour time blocks as well as persons signing
up to pray in 30 minutes increments. Devo-
tional materials as well as Bibles will be fur-
nished. If you choose to bring your own mate-
rial, that is perfectly acceptable.

We encourage all to participate. More than
one person can pray at the same time. What
a wonderful blessing to share prayer time with
someone else! Communion will be available
during your time of meditation and prayer.

There is a sign-up board in the welcome area
for you to commit to a time of prayer.

During this Lenten season, let us be in prayer
as we seek to continuce
for each of us.

May Christ be with you, and with those you
love.

Barry and Kathy Jordan

Dear FCC,
Thank you so much for the wonderful bag of
goodies! What a nice surprise! | am so glad to
be a part of this church! | am still enjoying
some of the treats, they make those long
school days so much more tolerable. Thank
you again for thinking of me!

Love,

Kristen Connell

Dear FCC Family,
| can't thank you enough for the delicious
candy and baked goods | received in my Val-
entine's box. | (and my friends!) appreciated it
so much. It is always nice to be remembered
and feel the love from my church family back
home. Thank you for the box and the thought.
Christ's Love,
Mallory Magelli

Dear FCC,
| would like to thank you for the care package.
My roommates and | really enjoyed the snacks.
Also thank you for your care and support over
the past years.

Justin Perry
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“These are vegetables, mother. You wouldn't want me
to eat something ['ve given up for Lent, would you?”



http://www.weekofcompassion.org/updates/2010/2/27/earthquake-strikes-chile-triggers-tsunamis-week-of-compassio.html
http://www.weekofcompassion.org/updates/2010/2/27/earthquake-strikes-chile-triggers-tsunamis-week-of-compassio.html
http://www.weekofcompassion.org

