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What does “spirituality” mean to you?  For 
some, the words “piety” or “devotion” mean 
the same thing, yet these terms don’t carry the 
meaning that they once did.  The word 
“spirituality” itself can be very vague and gen-
eral.  Some use the term “spiritual life,” but 
that seems to say then there is another life we 
live, too, maybe a non-spiritual life.  One writer 
has defined “spirituality” as “how we live with 
God in this world.”  I like this definition.  “How 
we live with God in this world,” communicates 
the idea of relationship and identity. The reali-
ties are God as Creator and us as God’s crea-
tion and the relationship is a living one.  “How” 
we live with God assumes that God is a con-
stant and we do not live without God.  One 
Christian writer as described “how we live with 
God in this world” as a choreography of the  
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Sunday, September 5 
8:45 am Turning Point 
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Traditional Worship 
Interfaith Guests Depart 
 

Monday, September 6 
12 pm Al Anon 

Church Office Closed 
 

Tuesday, September 7 
6 pm Trustee Meeting 
6 pm Circle Martha 
6:30 pm Stewardship Team 
 

Wednesday, September 8 
6 pm Elders Meeting 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir 
 

Thursday, September 9 
No Craft Day 
6 pm Turning Point Band 
 

Saturday, September 11 
No Craft Day 
7-9 pm Narcotics Anonymous 
 

Sunday, September 12 
8:45 am Turning Point 
10 am Fellowship Breakfast 
  and Sunday School Kickoff 
11:00 am Traditional Worship 
4-5:30 pm K'Motion 
5-7 pm Youth & Parents Mtgs. 

 
Recent Attendance 

 8:45 11:00 

 8/29 81 93 

 

News  Views 

and Promotion 

Sunday  

September 12  
 

 

8:45 am Turning Point 
 

10:00 am Fellowship Breakfast 
Enjoy the Continental breakfast as we promote 

our children to their new Sunday School classes and 
host special guests. See inside for details. 

 
11:00 am Traditional Worship 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Blended Worship Service 
Sunday, September 19 

No Turning Point service 
9:45 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Blended Worship Service 



Notices and Reminders 

Holy Spirit in the human spirit moving us to-
ward communion  with both Creator and crea-
tion. 
 
This Sunday we will be talking about the Spirit 
of God and what that means when it comes to 
living with God in this world.  How are you liv-
ing with God in this world?  See you Sunday.  
 
 
 
 
 

Drummer Needed 
Please be in prayer about our need for a per-
manent drummer for the Turning Point Band.  
If you have drumming ability or know some-
one who might be interested, please contact 
Travis Price at 409-9537. 
 

Church Van to Be Purchased 
On Sunday, August 29, upon recommenda-
tion from the Trustees, our Board approved 
the purchase of a new, 2011 Ford 15 passen-
ger mini-bus.  The purchase was made 
through a large gift given by Allan Huband 
and funds from Christian Men’s Fellowship, 
the Johnny C. Parker III Memorial Fund and a 
small amount from undesignated Memorial 
funds.  Our Christian Men’s Fellowship has 
committed to pay the insurance each year.   
This vehicle does not require a CDL and has 
overhead and rear storage as well as comfort-
able seating for all ages.  Thanks be to God 
for the generosity of God’s people at First 
Christian Church! 
 

 

K'Motion 
4-5:30 pm, September 12 

A Fellowship group for children Kindergarten 
through 5th grade. 

Worship focus for Sunday is Building Up the 

Church:  Rooted in the Spirit, Galatians 5:22-25, 
Isaiah 42:1-9. 

 
Bread Breakers will be starting up the 3rd 

week of September. Even if you participated 
in Bread Breakers last year, please sign up 
for the 2010-2011 year.  Bread Breakers is an 
opportunity for members of the church to meet 
and fellowship together once a month in small 
groups of about 8 people.  Members choose in 
whose home they will meet each month for a 
covered dish meal.  Call Jeremiah Johnson if 
you have questions. 

Sign-up cards will be available 
in the welcome area on September 5. 

 
 
 
 
 

 September 5 
Rooted in the Spirit , Galatians 5:22-25 

September 12 
One, Ephesians 4:1-6 

September 19 
Gifted by God , I Corinthians 12:1-11 

September 26 
Why We're Here , Matthew 28:18-20 &  

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
 
 

Church Hand Truck Missing 
Our church hand truck used by our janitor to 
move furniture and heavy objects is missing.  
If someone borrowed it and forgot to return it 
please do so soon so we do not have to pur-
chase a new one.  Thank you! 
 
 

Elders Meeting 

Wednesday, September 8, at 6 pm in Room 13. 

A Word from Lance,   contõd 

 
  

Building Up the Church 
September Sermon Series 

Church  Family  
· Wilma Briggs, health issues, having a lot of bad 

days lately 
· Jane Coleman, recovering at home from surgery 
· JC Davis, undergoing chemotherapy 
· Ellie Duckett, participating in a clinical trial in 

Charleston, SC 
· Dave Dutcher, seeking employment 
· Bunny Goodnite, fell and broke her foot 
· Allan Huband, possible further cancer treatment 
· Jim Lee, undergoing treatment 
· Tena Perry, facing radiation treatment 
· Margaret Respess, recovering from outpatient sur-

gery 
· Rusie Sharratt, under Hospice care at home 
· Kim Sibbach, stage IV cancer, participating in 

clinical trial at Chapel Hill, receiving radiation for 
hip pain 

 

Friends and  Family  
· Marcia Brown, Barbara Capps' niece, severely 

injured in a car crash, at Pitt Memorial Hospital 
in Greenville with multiple injuries 
· Dwight Buck, Cathy Hills' son-in-law, undergoing 

chemotherapy for leukemia 
· MSgt. Scott Johnson, Jeremiah Johnson's father, 

deployed to Iraq 
· Pam Kelly, mother-in-law of Marcia Kennedy's 

daughter Angie, multiple cancers 
· John Montgomery, Tena Perry's uncle, treatment 

for kidney cancer 
· Tracy Perry, Dr. Perry's sister-in-law, recovering 

at home after a car accident 
· Vivian Smith, Cathy Hill's daughter-in-law, recov-

ering from surgery to remove benign tumor from 
lung 
· Judy Tolley, Jim Pettigrew's sister, recovering at 

home from surgery, awaiting biopsy results 
· Scott Whisnant, WIHN Board Chair, recently di-

agnosed with cancer 
· Kathy Wirkus, Alicia Luse's sister, undergoing 

chemotherapy 
· Community of Puente Azul, El Salvador 
· People of Haiti and Chile 

Serving September 5 

11:00 Communion Table Prayers 
Duane Luse, Jerry Roberts 

Home-Bound Communion:  Chris Furr, 
Millie Griffin, Charles Sanders 

Deacons 
Barry Jordan (captain), Jane Coleman, 
Brook Hall, Andy Koester, Amanda Koester, 
Kenny Morris III, Carlotta Smith Chris Wrede 

Communion Prep 
Jane Coleman, Barry Jordan, Phyllis Powell 

Children Worship & Wonder  
Sep 5 Ailsa González & Lauren Perry 
Sep 12 Kick-off Breakfast 

Turning Point Kids 
Sep 5 Bill & Linda Reinger 
Sep 12 Jeff & Diana Wierse 

No Childrenôs Creative Hour  

Minister On-Call Schedule 
Sep 3-4 Dr. Perry 200-9507 
Sep 10-11 Rev. González 395-5594 

Greeters 
8:45  Sep 5 Shawn & Michelle Allen  
 Sep 12 Steve & Dava Bright  
 

11:00 Sep 5 Sue Hunley  
 Sep 12 Vivian Vaughan  

Lay Reader 
Sep 5 Lauren Perry 
Sep 12 Mike Brown 

Sunday Door Lock-up 
Sep 5 John & Jeannie May 
Sep 12 Ellen Shepard 
 

Budget Update  
Budget through 8/29/10 $68,814.00 
 Income 58,320.20 

Income Short of Budget $10,493.80 

Prayer Concerns 

Long Term Health Care Concerns  
Wilma Briggs, Helen Dunn, Rosa Gaylord, Foye 
Marshburn, Betty Nash, Betty Snook, Jeanette 
Wolfe 



Making a Difference in the Lives 
of Pakistanis  
Wednesday, August 25, 2010 
 
How much more can the people of Pakistan 
handle? I can practically hear them crying 
out, “How long, O Lord, how long?” The flood-
ing in Pakistan has been absolutely devastat-
ing; beyond what anyone anticipated. The 
scope of the flooding… is incredible, and the 
damage done by the rising waters will take 
years—if not decades—from which to re-
cover. Our hearts ache for our sisters and 
brothers in Pakistan.  
 
As always, Week of Compassion is there—
thanks to you. Your gifts are already at work 
in Pakistan, channeled through our ecumeni-
cal partner organizations, Church World Ser-
vice and the member agencies of the ACT Al-
liance, doing all we can to respond to this 
overwhelming disaster. And we will continue 
to work non-stop to provide aid to those in 
need. Our colleagues in the CWS Pakistan/
Afghanistan Office have produced [a] short 
video highlighting the needs in Pakistan so 
you might get a closer look at the situation on 
the ground. [To see the video, visit http://
www.weekofcompassion.org/updates/] 
 
We invite you to continue to help us make a 
difference in the lives of the people of Paki-
stan. Please partner with us to make a dif-
ference. 100% of your designated gift to Paki-
stan flood relief will be immediately directed 
to relief efforts there. 
 
Pakistan faces a desperate situation. Your 
partnership, your faith, your Courageous 
Compassion go a long way in helping the 
healing begin. Thank you so much for your 
support! 

If You See Any of These 
Folks, Wish Them A 
Happy Birthday! 

  

Take a few minutes to share your best wishes 
with the members of our church family who 
have birthdays this month. 
 
Calisa Benhoff Nicole Holliday 
Dava Bright Barry Jordan 
Steve Bright Vanessa King 
Pat Brooks Alicia Luse 
Sara Brown Mason Maillard 
Amy Capps Delores McHaney 
Kristen Connell Pam Morris 
Mabel Cooke Joy Roberts 
Julie Furr Elizabeth Shipton 
Linda Frost Marion Vernon 
Millie Griffin  
 
If we missed anyone, we are truly sorry. 
Please let someone on the Membership 
Team know, and you will be added to the 
birthday list. 

More who, what, where, when? Who, what, where, when? 

Discovering Spiritual Disciplines 
at 6:30pm on Tuesday Evenings, 
September 21 - October 26 
This small group explores the spiritual prac-
tices of prayer, reading scripture, worship and 
stewardship. It is for anyone who seeks to 
grow in their awareness and connectedness 
to God and others. People who have partici-
pated in the past have enjoyed the small 
group discussion, the opportunity to ask 
questions, and learning from others in the 
group. 
 
The small group is facilitated by Carlotta 
Smith and Ailsa Guardiola González. Begin-
ning September 21, it will meet for six weeks 
on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 pm.  Please call 
the church office to sign up for the group by 
Wednesday, September 15. Space is limited 
to 12 participants. 
 
 

First Aid Kits 
The United Christian Campus Ministry 
(UCCM) is selling first aid kits to help support 
the ministry’s outreach efforts.  The kits are 
perfect for your home, car, or as a gift. The 
cost per kit is $18.  To see a list of contents, 
visit the Outreach board outside room 12.  
UCCM is an ecumenical ministry serving the 
campuses of UNC Wilmington and Cape Fear 
Community College through its student group, 
FOCUS.  For thirty years, First Christian has 
supported UCCM financially and through 
church members who serve on its board.  
Janet Magelli currently serves on the UCCM 
board. 
 
To purchase a kit(s), bring or mail a check to 
the church office by September 15.  Make 
check payable to UCCM, and write first aid kit 
on the memo line. 

Special Guests 
at "Kick-off" Breakfast 
The offering from Vacation Bible School this 
year went to a Wilmington organization for at-
risk youth called Kids Making It.  The youth 
and mentors at Kid’s Making It were so ap-
preciative of the gift that they’ve asked to 
come to say thank you to all the children who 
gave so generously.  On Sunday, September 
12, they will be our special guests during our 
Sunday School Kick-Off Breakfast. Kids Mak-
ing It is a non-profit organization that focuses 
on woodworking mentoring programs for at-
risk youths.   

 
Thank You VBS Kids 
I am writing to thank you for your unexpected 
and much-appreciated gift of $234 to Kids 
Making It!  We were especially touched to 
learn from your letter that this came from the 
offerings which the children from First Chris-
tian Church and St. John’s Episcopal Church 
brought in as part of their joint Vacation Bible 
School.  What a lovely gesture for all of them 
and for your churches’ leadership. 
 

Over the years we have helped over 1,000 at-
risk teenagers. KMI not only teaches wood-
working and art skills but also offers caring, 
adult mentor relationships that bolster the 
kids’ self-confidence, social skills, interest  in 
academic achievement and more… 
 

We are proud of our kids and the volunteers 
and staff who work with them.  If you haven’t 
already done so, we invite you to come by 
one afternoon to see our woodworking shop 
and art studio in action.  
 

Again, thank you for your contribution.  We 
appreciate it so much. 
 

 Sincerely 
 Jimmy Pierce, 
 Executive Director 

http://www.weekofcompassion.org/updates/2010/8/25/making-a-difference-in-the-lives-of-pakistanis.html
http://www.weekofcompassion.org/updates/2010/8/25/making-a-difference-in-the-lives-of-pakistanis.html
https://secure.groundspring.org/dn/index.php?aid=6566


More who, what, where, when? 

Constitution and By-Laws Review 
According to Article VI, Section A, the Consti-
tution and By Laws of First Christian Church 
must be critically reviewed at least every 
three (3) years and this is the year to do 
that.  Our Board Chair has appointed the fol-
lowing Committee to conduct this review: Ellie 
Duckett, Dr. Kenny Morris, Sr. and Charlie 
Vaughan.  The Committee would like to re-
ceive comments during September regarding 
any changes that the Committee should con-
sider.  Your input should include a brief state-
ment of what needs changing and the reason 
as well as your identity so we can follow-up 
should there be questions.  They must be in 
by the end of September so we can meet this 
year’s schedule.  The results of this work will 
be submitted to the Board and then presented 
to the Church Membership for Ap-
proval.  Thanks in advance for your help in 
this matter. 
 Charlie Vaughan, Chair 
 Constitution and By Laws 
 Review Committee 
 
You may submit your comments in writing 

to the church office, or e-mail them to 
fccwilm@bellsouth.net or 

vcm4@bellsouth.net.   

APPLES Anyone? 
It is time to start getting your apple 
orders ready. The CMF will be mak-

ing their annual pilgrimage to Christmount on 
September 24-26. We will be taking orders for 
apples from now until September 23. Sweet: 
Cameo, Empire, Fugi, Golden Delicious, 
Jonagold and Red Delicious; Slightly Tart: 
Blushing Gold, Jonathan and Rome; Tart: Ar-
kansas Black, Granny Smith, Stayman Wine-
sap. Sizes available: Peck ($8), ½ Bushel 
($15), Bushel ($25). 
 
 

To Our Church Family, 
Thank you so much for all the cards, calls and 
visits that we received during Richard's sick-
ness and death. We were so happy to have 
his funeral service at First Christian Church 
and appreciate the help that the ladies of the 
church gave for the luncheon. Richard loved 
the church choir, and never felt he left be-
cause of your unending love and care for us. 
 Thank you so much, 
 Willa Hughey 
 

 

September Book Club 
Our September book is Crashing 
Through by Robert Kurson.  It is the 

true story of a man who was blinded at age 
three and still became a successful man in all 
forms of life:  business, family, sports.  In 
1999, he finds out that there is a surgery that 
could restore his vision, but has a deadly 
gamble involved.  "The extraordinary true 
story of the man who dared to see." It looks 
like a great read and a good potential discus-
sion for our September meeting, the 28th, the 
4th Tuesday night of the month, at 7:00 pm in 
the church parlor. Please join us, we have a 
great time!  Extra books can be found in the 
basket in our church library. 
   — Ann Respess 

Bring your favorite canned soup in 
September for the Food Pantry. 
 

 Put it in the 
 Little Red Wagon. 

 
Please do not bring items that have expired or are 

close to their expiration date.  Thank you. 

Charis Ministry Update 

whose group you are in will be there to sup-
port you. 

¶ When there is a concern with a member of 
the church, the team leader may call on 
someone in their group to help them support 
the person(s) with concerns whether it is 
health, grief, etc.,  by way of a meal, a call, a 
card, or whatever they deem as appropriate.   

¶ The focus will be to share God’s grace on 
any who have a special concern at a cer-
tain time.   

¶ The Time and Talent Survey you were 
asked to complete several weeks ago list-
ing your gifts of ministry will also be used.  

 
The volunteers who have covenanted to work 
with the Charis Ministry this 2010-2011 year 
are: Dava Bright, Glenn Brigman, Steve and 
Pat Brooks, Mike and Robbin Capps, Nancy 
Cherry-Simcox, J. C. and Betty Davis, June 
Edwards, Maurice and Patsy Emmart, Millie 
Griffin, Allan and Fern Huband, Thomas and 
Sue Hunley, Harvey Jarman, Duane and 
Alicia Luse, Janet Magelli, Nancy Manning, 
Jeannie May, Pam Morris, Charlie and Marty 
Prickitt, John and Christie Reaves, and Vivian 
Vaughan.  
 

Within the next few weeks, one of these per-
sons will be contacting you to let you know 
that you will be in their care for the coming 
year.  Please embrace this fellow member 
and pray for their effectiveness in helping you 
and others.  Also, pray for the Charis Ministry.  
Again I stress that without your help, this Min-
istry cannot function properly and build com-
munity within our church. 
 

In closing I would like to say that by God’s 
grace we have all been given salvation.  Let us 
be open to and accept this grace freely given 
and use it as a gift of God’s love with others. 
 

 In Christ, 
Margaret Jarman,  Charis Team Leader 

Charis Ministry motto:  We careïGod cures. 
 

I thought I would give you an update from the 
Charis Ministry. The Charis Ministry has be-
gun its third year at First Christian.  The Cha-
ris Ministry is all about caring (Charis is Greek 
word meaning grace). An important strength 
of this ministry is that the team leaders in this 
ministry step out of their comfort zones and 
reach out to those in our congregation during 
times of need and support.  The Ministry team 
learders meet and study together, learn to-
gether, and pray together in discerning where 
God leads us as Christians.   
 
The Charis Ministry is not a secret organiza-
tion, nor is it a “telephone calling tree.” This 
ministry is about building community and car-
ing for each other. Our success in caring for 
others depends almost totally on you as 
members of the congregation. In addition to 
our ministers, we (you and me) are the ones 
who God calls to spread Charis.  In the New 
Testament, the Apostle Paul speaks often in 
his letters to the various churches about the 
abundance of grace and love God freely 
gives us.   
 
The mechanics of the Charis Ministry is as 
follows:   

¶ Volunteers within our congregation make 
up 20 teams that work within our Member-
ship Ministry.   

¶ These volunteers have chosen persons that 
are members of First Christian Church or 
attend on a regular basis to care for, sup-
port, and share God’s grace with during the 
next year.   

¶ You, the congregation, have a part as well.  
If you have a concern, illness, celebration, 
etc., contact the church office. We cannot 
reach out to you if we are unaware.  I will 
be contacted from the church office, I will 
inform the leader, and the team leader 

mailto:fccilm@bellsouth.net
mailto:vcm4@bellsouth.net

